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New Governors
Welcome to the first governors' section in the newsletter for this school year. It is a great opportunity for us to
update you all on what's be going on in relation to governance at St Mary's in the last few months.
Firstly, we are very pleased to report that since May this year we have welcomed seven new members to the
governing team! It is great to have so many willing volunteers coming forward to help lead our school.
We are so lucky to have a great team to form our governing body at St Mary's which now has a total of 16
members:
 Mrs Hills (the headteacher of a school is always on the governing body);
 7 foundation governors (who are appointed by the bishop of Arundel & Brighton);
 2 parent governors;
 1 staff governor;
 1 local authority governor;
 3 associate governors; and
 1 clerk to governors who is employed to provide administrative and advisory support.
We thought it would be helpful if the new governors introduced themselves to you, so they have provided a short
bio of their background and reason for choosing to
become a governor below.
I am a parent governor and on the finance
I am an associate governor and a
member of the finance committee. I
work in another primary school in
Crowborough as a finance assistant. I
am passionate about using school funds
effectively to have the greatest impact
on the children. I am very much looking
forward to making a positive impact on
the St Mary's school community and
helping to sustain the great place to learn
and work that we are blessed with
already.

Anthony Shields
Parent
Governor

Hollie Norman
Associate
Governor

I am a parent governor and I am on the
Finance Committee. I have a son at the
school and my daughter, now in
secondary education, was also at St
Mary’s. My career spanning over 30
years has been in banking and finance
with a large UK bank. I am looking
forward to using my skills and
experience to help support the school
and continue its success as a positive
and good place to learn where the
children are given a great foundation on
their educational journey.

David Barton
Parent
Governor

Naomi O’Keeffe
Associate
Governor

committee. I have 17 years experience in
commercial management in the
construction industry as well as a number
of years in post as a charity treasurer. I
currently have 1 daughter in St Mary's and
I'm looking forward to using my
background and expertise to maintain and
improve on the safe, stable, successful and
enjoyable learning environment at the
school, offering all the children the
greatest education possible.

I am an associate governor and lead
governor for safeguarding, I am also on
the Wellbeing team. I have two children at St Mary’s and was once a pupil
at the school myself, so I have a great
love for St Mary’s. In my role as Detective Constable for Sussex Police, I
work in the safeguarding arena. I will
endeavour to bring my passion,
knowledge and expertise in safeguarding to the governing body to ensure that
our pupils continue to be safe, happy
and supported allowing them to thrive
within our school and community.

The Board of
Governors

Lorna Buckwell
Chair of
Governors

Liz Hills
Acting
Headteacher

Angela Ivaldi
Clerk to
Governors

Cath McCarthy
Foundation
Governor

Yana Anker
Foundation
Governor

Ian Hartwright
Foundation
Governor

Miles Dyton
Foundation
Governor

Victoria
Crouch
Local Authority
Governor

Anna Crossley
Foundation
Governor

Cormac O’Boyle
Foundation
Governor

David Barton
Parent
Governor

Anthony Shields
Parent
Governor

Catherine
Heathcote
Staff Governor

Judith Botterman
Associate
Governor

Hollie Norman
Associate
Governor

Naomi O’Keeffe
Associate
Governor

I am a foundation governor, lead governor for health and safety
and on the Finance & Strategy committees. I am an active member
of St Mary’s parish community. I have a 2 year old daughter, so I
have an vested interest in challenging and maintaining high
standards at St Mary's and have a strong belief in the unique ethos
of Catholic Education. I have more than fifteen years experience in
the health and fitness industry working as national new club
openings manager for DW Sports and most recently as General
Manager of a tennis & leisure club in Maidstone.
I am a foundation governor
and link governor for health
and wellbeing. I currently
have three children at St
Mary's. My background is in
nursing and childcare. I hope
my knowledge and experience
in health and wellbeing, will
help to keep our children
happy and healthy at St
Mary's.

Yana Anker
Foundation
Governor

Anna Crossley
Foundation
Governor
Vicky
Crouch
Local Authority
Governor
I am a governor appointed by the local authority but I
have been a Governor at Cross in Hand CEP school in
Heathfield for 12 years and I am currently chair of
governors at that school. I enjoy governing and take the
role seriously. I believe schools should be a happy and
exciting places for both the children and adults and I'd like
to contribute what I can to make sure St. Mary's continues
to be the amazing school it is. I am a physiotherapist by
profession working with children with neurological
conditions. I mainly work in hydrotherapy pools because
it's much more fun than other kinds of physio! I am married to Steve and have 2 teenage children who are brilliant
and definitely keep us busy. I enjoy reading, trying to
keep fit and good food.

Governors Day - 15 November 2019

We would like to share some of the work that the governors have been doing at
St Mary's particularly during our annual governors day which was held on
Friday 15 November.
It was a busy and productive day for governors which started off with a training
session on governors' roles and responsibilities delivered by Gill and Julie from
the diocese's education service.
We had a full governing body meeting in which we considered a number of
significant issues and set and approved the school development plan and key priorities for our school this year, which had been presented to us by Mrs Hills.
After a break for lunch we divided into two working groups to deal with finance
and wellbeing matters. A third group, the teaching and learning committee, met
with Mrs White (subject lead for science) to have an in-depth look at the science
being taught in our school. We had an excellent informative discussion with
some of the children and learnt a lot from them about their science learning experience at St Mary's. Mrs White also presented her subject action plan and answered governors' questions.
The governors' findings will be used to help in monitoring the progress of
science throughout the rest of the year. Although
the governors work hard all year round to provide
support to our amazing senior leadership team, the
governors' day gave us all the opportunity to see
the school in action and be a visible part of the
school community. This allows us to ensure that
all the children at St Mary's are receiving the very
best education in a happy, safe and supportive environment. Thank you to all the staff and children
who made the day so worthwhile.

