
 

 

 

 

Dear parents and carers, 
I stepped into the role of Chair of Governors in September, and would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself to you. 
 
I must first acknowledge the service of Lorna Buckwell who stepped down as Chair of Governors over the summer, 
and who continues to serve the school as co-Vice Chair of Governors. Under Lorna’s leadership we have navigated 
some tough years where we have seen significant change in the school leadership, an unprecedented pandemic, and 
an OFSTED inspection this year where we continue to be rated as Good. Our school is now stronger than ever. 
 
I have lived in Crowborough for ten years, and all of my children have been lucky enough to attend St Mary's through 
their primary years. My background is in the energy industry, where I have served in various positions through my 
almost 28 year career -at home and abroad. I have served St Mary’s as a Foundation Governor for the past four years, 
and was recently reappointed by Bishop Richard for another four-year term. Our team of Governors works together 
to provide strategic direction to the school leadership, ensure accountability, ensure the best outcomes for our  
children and to be there for the staff and the community.  
 
The Governing Board has worked hard over the past years to support the school leadership on a strategic level with 
transformational change, both in terms of active investment in the school (in learning aids and classrooms, as well as 
more visibly in the playground); and in making organisational changes and appointing the right people. As Head 
Teacher, Carol Scanlon brings a valuable mix of professionalism, enthusiasm, leadership and compassion to the role; 
and our Deputy Head, Dan Getty, brings additional strengths in these areas.  

In my visits to St Mary’s over the past few months, and my interactions with staff, I sense real enthusiasm, ownership, 
and commitment to the children. The staff team work extremely hard for your children and for St Mary’s, and I would 
like to extend our collective thanks to all of the staff for their passion and energy. The impact they are having on our 
children is positive and real. 
 
We have a healthy board of governors at present, and though we have had one or two folks leave the team over the 
past months, we have also had some new additions. We welcome Hillary Blake (foundation governor and RE link), 
Cathy Gregory (local authority governor and wellbeing link), and Rosemarie Williams a member of St Mary's Parish 
and retired headteacher who has just joined us as an associate member.  
 
School governance is an opportunity, for those of us that can, to give something back to the community. At St Mary’s 
we are blessed with people from a broad range of career backgrounds who bring their skills to the table. We work  
respectfully with one another and with the school leadership, and we have a strong set of values that guide us - we 
work openly with one another and we have fun doing it, and while it requires a time commitment, it enables us to 
make a real difference for good. If you are interested in joining the Board of Governors at some point (now, or in the 
future) do feel free to reach out to myself or any of the governors, and we would be happy to chat. 
 
As we approach the end of term, I wish you and your loved ones a very happy Christmas. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Miles Dyton 
 
Email: mdyton@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk  
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Journeying together 

Enriching our school 

 

St Mary's Catholic Primary School  

Chapel Green, Crowborough 

East Sussex 

The Governors of St Mary’s support school leaders and the whole school 
community in living our mission to Pray, Learn, Love and Enjoy. Governors 
also hold the school leaders to account, to ensure the best possible out-
comes for every child throughout their time at St Mary’s and in preparing 
pupils for the next stage of their educational journey.  

Parish of St Mary’s, Crowborough: 

https://www.stmaryscrowborough.org.uk/ 

Governor Day 2022 

The Governing Board were in school all day on Thursday 1st December for our annual Governors’ Day. 

We started the day by joining the school community in assembly led by Mrs Scanlon, in which we  

contemplated the meaning of Advent. This was followed by the Full Governing Board meeting. 

Governors then visited classrooms and spoke to staff and pupils about some of the main priorities in the 

School Development Plan. 

The visits focused on a variety of different areas including: safeguarding, RE teaching and learning, RE 

Catholic Life of the School, progress in writing in the school, SEND and Inclusion and RSHE, where  

governors saw the TenTen platform being used across the school in lessons and children engaged in their 

learning and discussions at age appropriate levels. Maths Subject Lead, Miss Cook, also gave a  

presentation to parents on maths mastery, which the governors attended. We also had the opportunity to 

speak to the school council representatives, who were very keen to tell us how proud they are to be pupils 

at St Mary’s school. 

Monitoring the progress of the School Development Plan is an important part of the governing board’s role, 

to ensure the best possible education is being delivered to the children in our school. Throughout the day, 

governors experienced a positive and uplifting atmosphere in the school with a  

vibrant learning environment which has been built by the committed staff team. 

 

Thursday 8th December 2022 

Governors’ Newsletter 

https://www.stmaryscrowborough.org.uk/


 

Pray, Love, Learn, Enjoy 

New Governor Profiles 

My links to St Mary’s date back to my children’s   

primary education and the start of my teaching  career. 

Fast forward a few years and my recent  

retirement from Catholic headship finds me with (a 

little) time to spare. 

I am delighted to serve as a foundation governor and 

hope to use my experience in primary education, and in 

Catholic education specifically, to support the Head and 

her team in their stated aims for the benefit of  

every child. 

St Mary’s is my parish family and I look forward to 

putting names to familiar faces as I work with the latest 

generation of St Mary’s pupils and staff. 

 

 

 

It was such a pleasure to join so many smiling parents and teachers at the KS1 nativity production on 
Tuesday this week. Both children and teachers had obviously put a lot of effort into their parts and it 
was wonderful to see them all be so confident and proud to be part of it.  

As a parent governor, wearing two hats on the day, I couldn't have been happier to see my two girls 
on stage exuding confidence and enjoying themselves as much as they did, and as a governor to see 
an event where the school brings the community together so wonderfully like this, had been missed 
in recent years and hopefully something we will build on in future. 

 
 Key Stage 1 Nativity ’Honky Tonky Donkey’ - Parent Governor, David Barton 

"I am the local authority governor and 
I have two children at the school.  
A boy in reception and a girl in year 2. 
 

For the last 17 years I have worked in So-
cial Housing, predominantly in dealing with 
high level anti-social behaviour and safe 
guarding issues. I hope to bring some of 
this knowledge when looking at the well-
being of our children and staff at the 
school. 
I have experience of being a governor for a 
primary school previously in Hastings, 
where I served for 7 years before moving 
to Crowborough.  
 

Hilary Blake 
Foundation Governor 

dsl@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Cathy Gregory 
Local Authority Governor 

dsl@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk 
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Whole School Pantomime Trip 

Governors Anna Crossley and Cathy Gregory helped out on our school's trip to  

Jack and the Beanstalk pantomime in Tunbridge Wells on Tuesday 13th December.   

The cost of tickets were fully funded for our children by the brilliant Friends of St Mary's.  

 

Cathy Gregory 

“It was great. The kids 

loved it. It was really well 

organised. Well done to 

all involved.” 

Anna Crossley 
“It was a fabulous show and  

opportunity for St Mary’s children 

 to experience. 

Thank you for all who organised and 

executed the operation. 

It was brilliant!” 



I met the choir and accompanying 
teachers at Tesco store in Jarvis 
Brook.  

All pupils sang with confidence and enjoyment, but special mention must go to ‘the front row’ who  
consistently gave it their all! Older pupils helped younger ones find their place on the carol sheet and assisted 
by collecting up cups after refreshments (provided by 
Tesco).  Every pupil thanked the store staff who organised 
a warm welcome and facilitated the event. It was watched 
by shoppers, staff and a few family members who called by 
to support. Their appreciation prompted donations to the 
children’s chosen charity. 
The pupils are great ambassadors for the school and this 
event will have further established community links.  Con-
gratulations for going ahead despite the weather – Good 
King Wenceslas or In the Bleak Midwinter would surely 
have been appropriate additions to the repertoire! 
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 FSM Christmas Fair 

Some of the Governors' team 

were able to help out at the 

Christmas Fete this year.   

 

We were pleased to support 

the Friends of St Mary's who 

work so hard and do such a 

great job to raise funds which 

will be used to benefit all the   

children in our school. 

 
Choir Carol Singing  


