Journeying together

Pray, Love, Learn, Enjoy

Term 2

Week 3 Friday 18th November 2022

the man who humbles himself will be exalted ‘

ORDINARY TIME: ‘

Enriching our school

Dear Parents/Carers
This week has been national anti-bullying week and the theme this year has been to ‘Reach out’. Therefore, our focus
this week with our children has been about what bullying is and who they can talk to and ‘reach out’ to if they feel it is
happening to them. It has been really lovely to see our children's responses to this focus in our assemblies and lessons
throughout the week.
The children also took part in the Friends of St Mary's 'Do Something Different Day' on Wednesday and the children
had great fun. Thank you for your continued support for these events.
We also welcomed prospective new parents into our school on Thursday and Friday and in addition to our information
meetings, our Year 6 led tours around the school. Year 6 were once again a real credit to our school throughout and
we were also proud of all our pupils who really demonstrated what a wonderful school and community St Mary's is.
Well done everyone!
Finally, our Christmas preparations have been continuing and we are very much looking forward to sharing our KS1
Nativity and Year 3&4 and Year 5&6 Advent services with you later this term.
Have a lovely weekend

Resilient Learners

86.3

Amelie O

95.0

Reflective Learners

85.3

Finley M.

83.1

Collaborative Learners

Henry L, Malaki A,

90.0

Bethany H, Jack A–J
All of Year 3

83.4

All of Year 5
90.3

Independent Learners

Arlo C-M
Whole School Attendance

Responsible Learners

Isla S
All of Year 1

Creative Leaners

87.6

Lots of people think that missing the odd day at school here and there can’t do
much harm. But even taking a short amount of time can be a problem. Your child
might fall behind in their work and not be able to catch up.
Thank you for your continued support with our work on striving for the best possible attendance for our children at St Mary’s.

Well done to our Frankie Fox winners for their great attendance :

Orange Class
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Orange Class had a great time
on their local walk around
Crowborough,
exploring the local
environment looking at human
and physical
geography.

Year 4 marked
Anti-Bullying
Day 2022's
'Reach Out'
theme by
creating a class
paperchain of
people who
they can reach
out to when
worried about
bullying.

Mindfulness
Mindfulness
Tips for practising Mindfulness as a family at home!
1. Mindful Eating - savouring a flavoursome food, eating it slowly to experience each flavour and texture good examples include a Malteser or satsuma segment!
2. Mindful Breathing - try a mindfulness video using
the platform ‘GoNoodle’ (https://app.gonoodle.com/
login)
3. Mindful Listening - Just close your eyes, and listen
to what you can hear. You can ask your child to identify
five different sounds that they notice in the room.

This week we have celebrated ‘Anti-Bullying Week’. As part
of this, we discussed the Anti-Bullying Alliance definition for
bullying:

Bullying is the repetitive, intentional hurting of one
person or group by another person or group, where the
relationship involves an imbalance of power. It can
happen face to face or online.
Designated Safeguarding Leads at St Mary’s:
Mr Getty, Mrs Scanlon, Mrs Williams
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Busy with Salt dough Christmas crafts in
Violet class this afternoon

Year 3 have had lots of fun learning
about bones in our skeletons.
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Upcoming Dates
for your diary…

2022/23 Term Dates & INSET Days

Term 2—November 2022
24th – FSM Wreath Making evening 7.30pm (1/2)
25th – Open Classroom 2pm-3pm, Yr 1-6 Year R 11-11.20, 22.40pm
26th – FSM Christmas Fete -2pm to 5.30pm
29th – Christ the King Liturgy (Y3 parents/carers invited; 9.15)
30th – Whole School Photos AM
December 2022
2nd – FSM Wreath Making evening 7.30pm (2/2)
5th – EYFS/KS1 Nativity 2pm
6th – EYFS/KS1 Nativity 10am
8th – Y5/6 Advent Service in Church—2pm
13th – Whole School Pantomime Trip
14th – Y3/4 Advent Service in church 2pm (change from 7th)
16th – Last day of Term 2 (1.15 finish)
Term 3—January 2023
3rd – INSET DAY
4th - First day of Term 3

Inset Days - 1st September 2022 & 2nd September 2022
Term 1 - 5 September 2022 - 21 October 2022
Bank Holiday Monday 19th September— School Closed
Autumn break - 24 October 2022 - 28 October 2022
Term 2 - 31 October 2022 - 16 December 2022
Christmas break - 19 December 2022 - 2 January 2023
Inset Day - 3 January 2023—School Closed
Term 3 - 4 January 2023 - 10 February 2023
February break - 13 February 2023 - 17 February 2023
Term 4 - 20 February 2023 - 31 March 2023
April break - 3 April 2023 - 14 April 2023
Term 5 - 17 April 2023 - 26 May 2023
Monday May 1st 2023 is a Public Bank Holiday - School closed
Monday May 8th 2023 King’s Coronation Holiday - School closed
May break - 29 May 2023 - 2 June 2023
Term 6 - 5 June 2023 - 19 July 2023
Inset Days - 20 July & 21 July -School closed

Please see attached leaflet for parents and carers from
the Department of Education.
This is with regards to the Multiplication Tables Check
which our Year 4 children will be taking in June 2023

A reminder that the school photographer will be in school
on Wednesday 30th November.
If you want to have photographs taken with siblings not
already attending this school, you may bring them to
the school hall from 8am to 8.45 am, please enter via the
hall door.
Please leave the school via the hall door with your children
and return to the drive to allow your child/ren to enter
school under the normal morning procedures from 8.45am.
Siblings that are pupils at St Mary’s will be photographed
together during the school day, there is no need to bring
them in to the hall before school.
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Continued...

On Friday 9th December we will be serving our Christmas
Lunch in school. Today we have sent home a form to complete to make their menu choices for the day. If they are
not having the Christmas lunch, please also return the form
to confirm they will be bringing a packed lunch that day.
It is a very popular occasion for the children to have a
Christmas lunch together and so we need to have the
numbers for the kitchen in advance. For children in KS1 the
lunch is free of charge. For key stage 2 the charge is
£2.42. This is payable via ParentPay in the usual way. If
your child is in Key Stage 2 and does not normally have
school meals but would like to have the Christmas lunch,
please contact the office to get your ParentPay account
activated. Christmas Lunch Menu attached.
Thank you
Friday 9th December we will be having our Christmas
Jumper Day on to coincide with the Christmas lunch.
Children are allowed to come into school wearing a
Christmas jumper if they wish to instead of their normal
school jumper. Otherwise, normal school uniform should be
worn.
The Friends of St Mary’s are taking donations of Christmas
Jumpers that your children have grown out of for resale.
They will be selling them at the Christmas Fair on Saturday
26th November. More donations of jumpers gratefully
received.
If you wish to donate any money on this day, we will be
supporting the Save the Children charity. The money
collected will be sent to Save the Children who will use
donations to provide essential food, healthcare, education
and protection to millions of children in need around the
world.
School trip to the Pantomine - 13th December 2022
Thank you to all those who have given your parental consent
online via ParentMail and made the voluntary contribution
of £8 towards the coach travel costs. We do require
parental consent for all children in order to attend the
Pantomine. Please provide consent online via Parentmail or
email the office as soon as possible. Thank you.
office@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk

Pray, Love, Learn, Enjoy

Parents and carers are invited to our Christmas performances.
In the School Hall
Monday 5th - @2.00pm KS1 Nativity Performance Red, Orange and Yellow classes
Tuesday 6th - @10am KS1 Nativity Performance Red, Orange and Yellow classes
EXTRA DATE Wednesday 7th @10am KS1 Nativity Performance Red, Orange and
Yellow classes

For the KS1 Nativity performances, the capacity in the school hall is limited
and for everybody’s safety we need to restrict numbers at each performance.
We are delighted to be able to offer an additional performance on Wednesday
7th to increase the opportunity for family and friends to attend.
This year we are pleased to increase the capacity to allow each family to have
up to 4 tickets available for family and friends to attend in total across the
three performances. You may choose to split your family’s allocation, for
example, 2 tickets for one performance and 2 on another day, but please only
book 4 tickets overall.
All tickets must be booked by 9am on Friday 2nd December.
If the hall capacity hasn’t been reached for any of the three performances we
may be able to offer additional tickets nearer the time. If you would like to
request additional tickets over and above the 4 ticket allocation per child,
please email the office with your child’s name and the date required to be put
on a waiting list. We will allocate any spare tickets by the end of Friday 2nd
December and notify you by ParentMail.
Tickets can be reserved via ParentMail from later today. Please go to the SHOP
section where you will see the event for each performance. There is no cost
for the tickets, please select the performance that you wish to attend and select the number of tickets, maximum of 4 tickets per family. There is a limit to
the total number of tickets for each performance so they will be allocated first
come first served from the time booked on Parentmail. No tickets will be sent
home but we will have a list of the ticket orders made on the door to check off
on your arrival. If you need to bring pre-school children to the performance,
they will need to be seated on an accompanying adult’s lap, due to limited
space.
At St Mary’s Church
Thursday 8th - @2pm KS2 Advent Service, Indigo 5 and Violet 6 classes
Wednesday 14th - @2pm KS2 Advent Service, Green 3 and Blue 4 classes
As there is more capacity in the church and the KS2 advent services are for
only two classes for each date, we are not requiring tickets to be reserved for
these two services.
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Access to classrooms before and after school.
Children in years 1 to 6 should enter school via the main gate at the
end of the drive. Please can we ask parents not to enter the school
building from the playground to talk to staff members before the
start of the school day. Staff members are focused on supervising
the children from the time they enter school and are therefore not
available for discussions at this time.

If you need a message to be given to a member of staff, please email
the office or call in to the office via the main office doors accessed
from the school drive and the message will be passed on. If you need
to speak with your child’s class teacher about an issue, please call the
office who will arrange an appointment. The end of the school day
after 3.30pm is usually preferable to talk with teachers once the
class has been dismissed.
Thank you for your co-operation.
THURSDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2pm:
St Mary’s and Maths Mastery led by our Maths Lead, Miss Cook.
This session will explore the approach to maths we have been implementing
across St Mary’s over the past few academic years, including how to enhance
this when working with the children at home and how to use our online platforms.
Next session will be on Thursday 15th December, further details to follow
next week

Artist of the Month entries
There is only 1 week left to hand in your entries for this month’s
competition. November's theme will be FIREWORKS!
Please be as imaginative and creative as possible if you are entering.
Please make sure your name and class is clearly on your piece of work.
Catholic children in years 3 and 4 and above.

The First Holy Communion program is being offered to Baptised Catholic
children who are over the age of 7 years since 31/8/2022. Children
currently in years 3 and above.
If you would like your child to sign up for the First Holy Communion sacramental program, the application form can be collected from the school
office and the Church.
The deadline for submitting the forms to the church is the 27th
November 2022.
Further details of the dates for the preparation program sessions and the
First Holy Communion date will be published in due course on the parish website and in the weekly church newsletter.
Please return completed application form to Fr. Irek at the Priest’s cottage.
Many thanks.

