
Value Awards 

 

Responsible Learners 
Zachary W. 

Independent Learners 
Anna J, Ava R, Johan T, 

Adam C, Bradley F, Luke P 

 

Reading Challenge 

 

Chris H, Amelie W 

 

Spanish Awards 

 

ORO-Owen K, Jonny M 

 

Plata’s-Elsa T-J, Abi M, 

Owen S, Amelie W, 

Jamie A, Laura-Louise. 

 

Broncé-Jago K, 

Rebecca K, Max W, 

Maisie M. 

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
 

Term 3  Week 1  January 5th 2018 

~ Pray ~ Learn ~ Love ~ Enjoy ~ 

Celebrate 

 

January 
10th & 11th Mindfulness 

Workshops for children 

17th Maths Masterclass 

Session 

31st Maths Masterclass 

Session 

31st Young Voices Trip 

 

February 
1st Writing workshop 

2nd Candlemas PI 

Taken from this week’s Gospel                                  The Epiphany of the Lord Year B 
 

The Magi seek out Jesus and do him homage  
Matthew 2:1-12 

  

Don’t forget … Maths isn’t just for lessons – It’s for 

life. 
Happy New Year to everyone from St Mary’s, Maths Zone and Life Skills! I hope you all had a 

wonderful Christmas and enjoyed time with family and friends celebrating over the festive period.  

The first challenge for 2018 from Maths Zone and Life Skills is to do with TIME! As we have just 

moved into a new year now would be a perfect time to work with your child to help them to develop 

their understanding of time. Below are some of the requirements of the mathematics National 

Curriculum linked to time for each year group. If you could work with your children to further develop 

their knowledge, understanding and skills that would be hugely beneficial to them throughout their 

lives.  

Red and Orange Classes – Start to measure and record time in hours, minutes and seconds. 

Yellow Class – Remember the number of minutes in an hour and the number of hours in a day. Tell 

and write the time in five minute intervals including o’clock, half past, quarter to and quarter past.  

Green Class – Remember the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, 

year and leap year. Read the time to the nearest minute in both 12 hour and 24 hour clock.  

Blue Class – Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24 hour clocks. Solve 

problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; years to months; weeks to 

days.  

Indigo and Violet Classes – Solve problems involving converting between units of time.  

 

Check out these websites for some online, interactive sites to help your children learn about time and 

to tell the time: 

http://www.busythings.co.uk/blog/teaching-children-how-to-tell-the-time-hints-and-tips/ 

http://interactivesites.weebly.com/timeclocks.html 

https://www.education.com/games/time/ 

Dates for Your Diary 
Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners 

and friends are invited to attend. 

Any changes we need to know about? 

Please let the office know if you have changed any of 

your contact details. Thank you  

office@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk 

Attendance : 
Red Class YR: 91.8%      

Orange Class Y1: 87.8%

Yellow Class Y2: 94.4% 

Green Class Y3: 96.9%    

Blue Class Y4: 97.8% 

Indigo Class Y5: 93.9%   

Violet Class Y6: 96.8%  
 

Well Done 

Blue Class! 

Request please.. 
Miss Heathcote and the Y5 early morning 

gate and playground monitors have asked if 

you can remind the children in orange class 

to walk straight into school rather then 

spending ages having a chat in the cloak-

room or on the playground. Orange class 

are always the last ones into assembly and it has been noted.  

Thank you. 

http://www.busythings.co.uk/blog/teaching-children-how-to-tell-the-time-hints-and-tips/
http://interactivesites.weebly.com/timeclocks.html
https://www.education.com/games/time/


What do the staff get up to on INSET days? 
 

INSET stands for IN SErvice Training. INSET days were introduced in 1988 and are days on which pupils 

do not attend school but the staff are required to attend for training or to complete administrative tasks. On 

Wednesday 3rd January the St Mary’s school staff attended a training day focused on developing their own 

subject knowledge and understanding of fractions, decimals and percentages and how to teach them in a way 

that ensures children develop a secure understanding of these challenging concepts. The staff worked hard 

throughout the day to unravel some of the difficulties children experience in understanding fractions and to 

consider ways in which to support children’s learning. They also examined a wide range of different ways of 

supporting children to calculate with fractions without simply relying on learning and following procedures. 

Throughout the day one aspect of mathematics which kept occurring in discussions was the importance of 

children having a really secure knowledge of times table facts as an important foundation on which to be able 

to work efficiently with fractions. A heated discussion took place regarding the teaching of times table facts 

thorough out the school and the difficulties some children experience in learning and retaining these facts. 

However, it was agreed that the children who are most successful in developing a concrete knowledge of all 

times table facts up to 12 x 12 are the children who have the following: 

Parents who not only support and encourage them to learn times table facts but parents who are actively 

involved in ensuring they practise recalling these facts daily. 

A positive attitude towards learning times table facts and a belief that with hard work and dedication they 

can learn them. 

A commitment to working hard to learn times table facts and to practising recalling them daily.  

An understanding of the importance of knowing these facts in order to make good progress in mathemat-

ics and an acceptance that once learnt the facts still need to be practised daily.  

 

As a staff we work really hard and spend lots of time exploring and teaching number facts but, like with read-

ing, we do not have the time in the school day for children to carry out the necessary practice required to 

master these facts and so we rely on children taking responsibility for practising at home and on parents to 

ensure this practice takes place. Without your support and commitment our efforts will always be limited and 

so, as a staff, we would like to ask you to help us to ensure all children at St Mary’s make the very best pro-

gress in mathematics they can by ensuring your children learn and retain all the number facts relevant to their 

year groups and to the year groups preceding theirs. 

 

Please find attached the leaflet, Number Facts – A Guide to Helping Your Child, which outlines all facts the 

children should know by the end of each year group. This leaflet will explain the facts your children should 

know and how you can help them to learn these facts. 

 

With regards specifically to times tables, the children should know multiplication and division facts related to 

the following times tables by the end of the following years: 

Year Two (Yellow Class) 2, 5 and 10 x tables 

Year Three (Green Class) 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 x tables 

Year Four (Blue Class) 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 x tables 

 

PLEASE … PLEASE … PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOUR CHILDREN TO LEARN THESE 

FACTS. 

There are a wealth of online, interactive sites children can use to support them and many, many ideas online 

on ways in which children can learn times table facts. It really doesn’t matter how your children learn these 

facts but they need to know them! 

If we all work together the children will succeed. 

 

 


