St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Term 2 Week 4

Celebrate
Value Awards

Responsible Learners
Zachary C, Benjamin
C.
Independent Learners
Caleb B, Ashley W.
Reflective Learners
Isobel K
Resilient Learners
Awards outside school
Olivia A, Piano,
Emily B, Swimming
Yr5&6 Reading
Challenge
Caleb B
Eco Awards
Freya D, Eli D, GracieMae S, Lottie T, Owen
F, Philip C, Ashley A.
Theo S, Oscar K

November 29th 2019

SWIMMING SQUAD

It was a pleasure and a privilege to accompany the St
Mary’s Swimming Squad to Goldsmiths on Thursday to
compete in the local schools Swimming Gala, organised
and run by Beacon Academy.
The children all competed brilliantly, swimming with
skill and determination and representing the school
fantastically. The children’s hard work and effort earned
them a respectable third place and we were very proud
of them all – not just for their efforts on the day but for
the time and hard work they have put into training for
this event.
I would also like to say a special thank you and well
done to the children who stepped up to compete against
children from older year groups – their efforts were a
great example of team work and responsibility.
Thank you as well to Mrs Blake and Mrs Kirby for their
hard work and dedication in preparing the children to
take part in the gala and to Mrs Drake for helping poolside on the day. Thank you to Mrs Piper for her continued efforts in arranging the brilliant sporting events the
children have had the opportunity to take part in so far
this year. To all the parents and friends who attended
the event to provide support and encouragement to the
team – thank you. Finally, thank you to our wonderful
children who provided an exemplary example of our
learning values in action – I am proud of each and every
one of you. Well done Team St Mary’s.
Liz Hills

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners
and friends are invited to attend.

November

29th FSM Festive Film
Night
30th Community Tr ee
Planting Day 11-3pm PI
Please do come along and
join this community event.
Refreshments served. See
FSM Newsletter for full
details.

December
2nd Advent Reconciliation

Service 10am PI
4th & 5th Indigo/Violet
Christmas Production
7.30pm PI
6th Christmas Jumper Day
Donations of Chocolate or
bottles for tombola's
6th Indigo (Yr5) Cake Sale
11th Chr istmas Lunch
13th FSM Christmas Fair
3.15 to 5pm PI
17th KS1 Nativity 2pm PI
18th KS1 Nativity 9.30am
PI
19th Carol Concert 2pm
Church PI
20th Last day of term 1pm
finish

January 2020
6th INSET DAY School

Attendance

Red Class YR: 94.3%
Orange Class Y1: 95.7%
Yellow Class Y2: 99.3%
Green Class Y3: 98.4%
Blue Class Y4: 100.0%
Indigo Class Y5: 95.9%
Violet Class Y6: 98.1%
Well Done
BlueClass !

ECO Week.

It has been a very busy and productive week. A full report about
the week’s activities will be in next week’s newsletter. Please do
come along to the school TOMORROW to the community tree
planting event. Please pop along any time between 10am and 3pm
to plant a tree or two. Bring a shovel if you have one or there will
be some available to use. Refreshments available.
We look forward to seeing you there. Thank you for your support.

Taken from this week’s Gospel: First Sunday of Advent - Year A

Stay awake! Always be ready!
You do not know on what day your Lord is coming.

closed to pupils
7th Back to school—first
day of term 3 for all pupils
17th Health and Well being
day
17th Orange Class (1) Cake
Sale
27th to 31st Science Week
31st Mass for the
Presentation of our Lord
9.30am PI
Please check as dates are
sometimes changed.

Children know how to keep themselves happy, healthy and safe …..

HAPPY BIRTHDAY EVERYONE!
As the last few weeks of the winter term rush towards us, schools become even busier and
more exciting places to be and at St Mary’s this definitely applies, with Christmas productions, concerts, fairs, etc. all happening in the last few weeks of term.
It is always disappointing when children miss this special time in the primary school calendar because they are too unwell to attend school. Therefore please can we ask for your support in helping us to keep St Mary’s as germ free as possible by ensuring that you remind
your children about the importance of washing their hands properly. Improved handwashing can help to reduce the spread of germs and infection in a school and so we ask that you
spend some time with your child at the sink this weekend reminding them how to wash their hands thoroughly.
The video produced by the NHS, at the following link, provides an
excellent example of how to wash hands well to the tune of
♫♫ Happy Birthday. ♫♫

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/best-way-towash-your-hands/
Gambia Appeal
Mrs Willmott’s son Daniel is travelling to Gambia, one
of Africa’s poorest countries on a charity trip to help
poverty stricken rural communities.
If you have any unwanted/second hand
children’s SUMMER clothes or shoes,
stationary or old, but working mobile phones or laptops
please could you bring them to school before the 10th
December.
Put a smile on the children of Gambia this Christmas.
Thank You
Attendance

You will all be aware that one of the ways in which a school is graded at with Ofsted is
against its attendance figures. Your child receives an attendance mark for any morning
or afternoon that they are in school.
If they are out of school for any reason whether it is because they are ill, a medical
appointment, oversleeping, a day trip or a holiday we must mark them as absent. If a
child’s attendance falls below 90% they become classed as a persistent absentee. It is
amazing how quickly these add up, please look at the chart to see how many absences a
child need in order to fit into this category.
We are not suggesting that children come into school
when they are unwell but that they get up, get
dressed and have breakfast before a decision is made as
to whether they are well enough to attend school.
Holidays in school time cannot be authorised. We are
sending out our ‘Withdrawal from Learning’ form to
everyone now so that you can read it and understand our
position before you go ahead and book any holidays.
Thank you for your co-operation.

