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February 2020 
HALF TERM 17th to 21st 
24th First day back Term 4 
26th Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy 10am PI. 
26th Year  6 Class tr ip to 
Imperial War Museum 
26th Dodgeball @ 
Beacon Year 5 4pm-
5.15pm 
26th Year 4 Parent 
Consultations 3.30 to 5 
pm PI 
28th Yellow Class Trip to 
Wakehurst Place 

28th FSM Pancake Day 
Event 3.15-5pm 
 

 
 

March 2020 
2nd Year 4 Parent 
Consultations 3.30 to 5 
pm PI 
2nd to 6th Book Week 
4th High 5 Netball @ 
Beacon Yr 5&6 3.30 to 
5.30pm 
6th Year 4 Parent 
Consultations 8am to 
9.30am PI 
12th Parent 
Consultations.  All years 
except 4.  3.30 to 6pm PI 
13th Lent Reconciliation 
Service 10am PI 
13th FSM Potion 
Making Event 3.30-5pm 

16th  Parent 
Consultations 3.30 to 6pm 
All years, except 4.  PI 
18th Tag Rugby @ 
Rugby Club Y5&6 3.45-
5.30pm 
20th FSM Mothers’ Day 
Sale 

. 

Taken from this week’s Gospel:  Sixth Sunday of Advent—Year A 
 
‘First go and make peace with your brother or sister,  
and then come back and worship God!’ Matthew 5 

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners 
and friends are invited to attend. 

Attendance  
Red Class YR: 98.7% 
Orange Class Y1: 97.3%  
Yellow Class Y2: 100%  
Green Class Y3: 99.4%    
Blue Class Y4: 94.7% 
Indigo Class Y5: 96.7%    
Violet Class Y6: 98.1%  

 

Well Done 
Yellow 
Class ! 

Another Term Gone 
 

It is hard to believe that we are now half way through this academic year and in less 
than six months the children will be finishing in their current year group and  
moving on. It is a good moment for us all to take stock – to acknowledge everything 
that we have achieved so far and the progress made since September. Sometimes it 
is difficult for us to see what we have done as our vision is clouded by the thoughts 
of everything still to do. However, progress (even if it is very small) is always made 
in some way. 
 
Walking round the school this week it is clear that the children are moving on.  
Listening to them speak about their learning, looking at their work, watching them 
in their lessons and reviewing the learning displayed around the school all provide a 
great source of evidence of what has been achieved and the progress made over the 
last six months. I am proud of the hard work put in by the children (supported by the 
staff team) to engage in their learning and to do their best and am excited by the  
opportunities that await them over the course of this academic year. I have  
every confidence that the children will continue to shine, in so many different ways, 
and that they will all continue to achieve much 
to be proud of. 
 
Well done Team St Mary’s – you may not see it 
but you have already achieved so much.  
 
Enjoy the break. Rest and recover, ready to give 
it your all again next term. 
 
Liz Hills 
 

 



Reading Challenge 2020 
Research suggests that in the UK, only 
three in 10 parents read to their children 
every day. We decided to find out how our 
school compares. Read on to see how your 
class did! 
We chose one day last week and looked at 
the figures for the school. For Red and  
Orange classes the reading records were 
looked at; 
 
In Red class, 20 out of 29 children at school had read or shared a book at home with an adult. 
In Orange class, 22 out of 29 children at school had read or shared a book at home with an adult. 
For the other classes, children were asked “At home yesterday, who read to an adult?” They were also 
asked, “At home yesterday, who had a book read to them?” 
In Yellow class, 22 out of 30 children at school had read to an adult. 
  9 children had a book read to them. 
In Green class, 18 out of 32 children at school had read to an adult. 
  5 children had a book read to them. 
In Blue class, 16 out of 31 children at school had read to an adult. 
  5 children had a book read to them. 
In Year 5, 4 out of 32 children at school had read to an adult. 
  4 children had a book read to them. 
In Year 6, 14 out of 32 children at school had read to an adult. 
  9 children had a book read to them. 
 

Here are 10 benefits of reading. 
 
1. Children who read often and widely get better at it. 
After all, practice makes perfect in almost everything humans do, and reading in no different. 
  
2. Reading exercises our brain. 
Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain rather than watching TV, for example. Reading strengthens brains 
connections and builds NEW connections. 
  
3. Reading improves concentration. 
Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can focus on the story when they are reading. If the read often, they will  
develop the skill to do this for longer. 
  
4. Reading teaches children about the world around them. 
Through reading a variety of books children learn about people, places, and events outside of their own experience.  
  
5. Reading improves vocabulary and language skills. 
Children learn new words as they read. Subconsciously, they absorb information on how to structure sentences and how to use 
words and other language features effectively in their writing and speaking. 
  
6. Reading develops a child's imagination. 
As we read our brains translate the descriptions we read of people, places and things into pictures. While we are engaged in a 
story we are also imagining how a character is feeling. Young children then bring this knowledge into their everyday play. 
  
7. Reading helps children to develop empathy. 
As children develop they begin to imagine how they would feel in that situation. 
  
8. Reading is a fun. 
A book or an e-reader doesn't take up much space and is light to carry, so you take it anywhere so you can never be bored if you 
have a book in your bag. 
  
9. Reading is a great way to spend time together. 
Reading together on the sofa, bedtimes stories and visiting the library are just some ways of spending time together. 
  
10. Children who read achieve better in school. 
Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just English. Children who are good readers tend to achieve better across the 
curriculum.   Thank you. 



Helping with reading: Age 5 to 7 
How to encourage your child to read 
Read yourself! Set a good example by sharing your reading. Let your children see that you value books 
and keep them at home. 
Keep books safe. Make your child their own special place to keep their books. Show them how to turn 
pages carefully. 
Point out words all around you. Help your child to read the words around them: on food packets in the 
supermarket, on buses, in newspapers, in recipes. 
Visit your library – it’s free to join! All libraries have children’s sections. Many also have regular story-
telling sessions. 
Make time to read. Read a bedtime story with your child every night. Encourage them to share reading 
with grandparents, brothers and sisters and aunts and uncles. 
Keep in touch with school. Make sure your child swaps their home reading books regularly at school and 
try to make a regular time slot of about 10 minutes to hear them read. 
If English is not your family’s first language: You can buy dual language books. You can talk about 
books and stories in any language. 
Be positive. Praise your child for trying hard at their reading. Let them know it’s all right to make mis-
takes. Turn off the TV! It's easier for your child to concentrate if there are no distractions. 
Give them time. Let them make a guess before you tell them the word. 

Help them to get the first sound or try breaking the word up into smaller 
sections. 
Point with a finger. Encourage them to follow the words with their finger. 

Don’t make them try too hard! It doesn’t matter if you have to tell them 
the word sometimes. 
Let them read their favourites. It's good practice to read the same books 

over and over again. 
Ask lots of questions. Check they understand the story by asking them questions about what happens. 
Use the pictures to explain what's happening. 

Don’t read for too long. A good ten minutes is better than a difficult half hour. 
Activities to try at home. Organise a treasure hunt around the house on a rainy day. Give your child a list 
of things that they can find in the house and see how quickly they can collect all the items. 

Create a monster dictionary by making up names of frightening monsters that begin with different letters 
of the alphabet. Ask your child to draw a picture of each one. 

There are some ideas included to help us to step up to 
the Reading Challenge 2020! Thank you for your  
support, we will let you know how we get on! 

 

Top tips for reading stories aloud 
 

Here are a few ideas that you could use to liven up story 
time. 

 Do the voices Try to make sure each character talks 
differently – this makes the story come to life for the listen-
ers.  You could try making them talk higher or deeper, faster or slower, or even in different accents. If you 
have trouble thinking up voices, ask your audience to give you ideas for how a certain character might talk 
– they could even read one character's lines for you... 

 Get with the programme Make sure you have a regular slot in which to read every day.  This makes 
sure you don't forget about it, and stops everyone forgetting the plot! (This idea is used by lots of soaps, 
where there are lots of different stories to keep in mind, like Hollyoaks or Neighbours). 

 Go for a journey If you have a regular reading time every day, choose a longer chapter book.  It'll be 
more of an experience for you and your listener, and helps build their memory and understanding. 

 Keep them guessing Ask questions every so often to find out what everyone thinks might happen 
next. This can help to build the suspense and make it more interesting for your listeners... 

 Make sure they're still with you Recap what's happened every few pages to make sure your listeners 
know what's going on (especially important if they're younger). 

 Always leave 'em wanting more Quit reading at an exciting point in the story – maybe at the end of a 

chapter or even in the middle of a sentence! TV dramas use cliffhangers like this to make sure their audi-
ence comes back tomorrow to find out what happened – yours will too. 



 

Helping with reading: Age 7-11 
 

How to encourage your child to read 
Read yourself! Show a good example by talking about the reading you do at work and at home. Let 
your child know that reading is an important part of your life. 
Keep books safe. Make your child their own special place to keep their books in their bedroom. 

Visit your library – it’s free to join! As well as taking out story books, use visits to the library as a 
time to find books and CD ROMs about your child’s hobbies and interests. 
Make time to read. Set aside a time for reading for the family – after school or before bedtime. Encour-
age independent reading but don’t be afraid to still tell a bedtime story. 

Don’t just read books. Encourage your child to read newspapers, TV guides, comics and magazines. 
Ask your child to find out information from the Yellow Pages, the Internet, cookery books, etc. 
Let your child read with younger children. Encourage them to read to other members of the family. 

Keep in touch with school. Make sure your child swaps their home reading books regularly at school 
and try to make a regular time slot of about 10 minutes to hear them read. 

 
If English is not your family’s first 

language: You can buy dual lan-
guage books. You can talk about 

books and stories in any language. 

 

 
How to help with reading 
Be positive! Praise your child for trying hard at their reading. Let them know it’s all right to make mis-
takes. 
Give them time. Let them make a guess before you tell them the word. Let them read to the end of the 
line before correcting their mistakes. It doesn't matter 

if you have to tell them the word sometimes. 
Spot words inside words. Help them to spot words 
they know within larger more complicated words. 

Let them read their favourites. Don’t worry if they 
only read one kind of book. If they are really stuck, 
ask the librarian or teacher to suggest something else 

they might like. 
Make the story come to life. Encourage your child 
to read with expression. This will help them read 

more fluently. 
Ask lots of questions about the story. What would 
you have done if you were…….? Does this book re-

mind you of any thing that has happened to you? Can 
you guess what is going to happen next? 
Use a dictionary. Buy a simple dictionary and use it to check the meanings of new words. 

Activities to try at home 

 

Make a scrap book with your child about their favourite star, group or team. Let 
them cut pictures out of magazines and papers and write their own captions. 
Buy a book of crosswords and wordsearches and try to solve them together. Make 

up your own puzzles to try out on family and friends. 


