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Term 5 Week 1                   April 26th 2019 

Celebrate 
 

 

April 
26th FSM Movie & Pizza 
night 
29th Swimming star ts this 
week 
May 
School Assessment month 
6th Bank holiday—no 
school 
10th Reception class cake 
sale 3pm PI 
13th Year  6 SATs Week 
20th Life Skills Week 
24th Mar ian Celebration 
1.30pm PI 
24th Last day of Term 5 
June 
3rd INSET Day—No school 

4th 1st day T6 for  pupils 
4th-7th Bikeability Y5 
10th Phonics Check Week 
Y1/2 
14th Beacon Transition 
Meetings 
14th FSM Fathers’ Day Sale 

17th Beacon open week Yr  
5 
17th Safety in Action Y6 
20th St Gregory’s maths 
Roadshow Y5 
21st Group photos Y6 and 
YR 
23rd First Holy 
Communion Mass 
24th RE week—Islam 
27th New Intake Stay and 
Play 10am  
28th UKS2 Residential 
Trip 
30th Parish Picnic after  
11am Mass 
 

Please check dates regularly  

. 

Taken from this week’s Gospel:                            2nd Sunday of Easter,  Year C  
 

John 20:19-31 

Thomas believes because he sees Jesus.  

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners 
and friends are invited to attend. 

Attendance  
Red Class YR: 98.3%      
Orange Class Y1: 92.3%  
Yellow Class Y2: 99.7%  
Green Class Y3: 100%    
Blue Class Y4:  96.7% 
Indigo Class Y5: 96.7%    
Violet Class Y6: 100%  

Well Done 
Green 

Class and 
Violet 
Class  

Easter Mass 
Today Green class led a celebratory and thoughtful  

Easter Mass.  We thank Ms Searle and all the staff that  
assisted in preparing the children so well for today’s  

service.  The Easter Mass was very well attended by family, 
friends and parishioners and we thank them all for sharing 

in our special worship today. 

We received a letter from the 
Nkuringo School in Uganda 
showing the solar panel 
which has been bought with 
the money we raised in  
Advent. Well done families 
of St Mary’s. 

This week we 
welcomed 
back  
Mrs Hills to 
St Mary’s.  
She will be 

acting Assistant head 
teacher and we are all very 
much looking forward to 
working with her again. 

Do any parents, friends or 
relatives have contacts in the 
publishing industry of comic 
books?  We were wondering 
if we might have a regular 
donation of new comic 
books suitable 
for boys and 
girls. Contact 
the office if 
you can help. 

Swimming start next week for all year 
groups.  Please remember to have swim-
ming kits in school on the correct days.  
Yellow, Indigo and Violet classes swim on 
Wednesdays. Red, Orange, Green and Blue 
on Thursdays. The time table was in the last 

newsletter and  if you have not already paid, please do so by 
ParentMail as soon as possible Thank you. 



Q1 My child is happy at St Mary’s 

Strongly agree or agree  99% (103 people) 
Disagree or strongly disagree 0.96% (1 person) 
Don’t know 0 

 
Q4 My child is well looked after at St Mary’s 

Strongly agree or agree  98.1% (103 people) 
Disagree or strongly disagree 1.9%  (2 people)) 
Don’t know 0 

 
Q6 My child receives appropriate home learning in line 
with their age. 

Strongly agree or agree  85.7% (90 people) 
Disagree or strongly disagree 10.5% (11 people)) 
Don’t know 3.8% (4 people) 

How pleasing it is to see that parents and carers over-
whelmingly believe their children to be well looked after 
and happy at St Mary’s.  These results are so important to 
us as all staff work hard to help children.  Of course, we 
recognise that there are times when children will be unhap-
py with us for instance when we insist that they complete 
certain activities, or when they are reprimanded for partic-
ular behaviours but we work hard to ensure that children 
understand that we still love and care for them. 
Some of your Comments: 
I am very happy with all aspects of the school. 

Thank you for being patient with my children 

St Mary’s is like part of a family not just a place my child 
goes to learn. 

All is very good and we are happy 

In my experience St Mary’s has fantastic teaching and sup-
port staff who provide a fantastic environment for our chil-
dren to learn in. 

I continue to be delighted that my child has the opportunity 
to attend St Mary’s. 

The results to questions about home learning always prove 
this to be a contentious issue.  There are some parents who 
would always like to have more while others want less. 
Our stance in school is to consider how beneficial it is to 
our children’s learning.  Research from the Education En-
dowment Foundation states that there is stronger evidence 
that it is helpful at secondary level but there is much less 
evidence of benefit at primary level. 
There is some evidence that when homework is used as a 
short and focused intervention it can be effective in im-
proving students’ attainment, but this is limited for prima-
ry age pupils.   
Traditional homework tasks take time to set and even long-
er to mark.  Homework is then completed very differently 
in different homes: Some parents are able to sit with chil-
dren to complete it all; some feel that children should be 
doing it all alone and give very little or no help; some par-
ents do it for their child and then simply get the child to 
copy it out.  This means that unlike work in class, teachers 
are unable to use any of this work for assessment purposes 
and therefore the extra time invested by staff is not effec-
tive. 

At St Mary’s we believe that the most important home 
learning tasks throughout the school are  

 reading and discussing a book with an adult regularly 

 learning number bonds and multiplication tables by 
heart. 
We ask that all children read and discuss the text regularly 
and find time to practise number bonds and tables as de-
scribed in our home learning policy available on our web-
site. 
We do offer other optional topic related tasks .  These are 
designed to enable parents to work with their children to 
discover more about the topic being covered in school, 
fostering an enthusiasm and further questions and research. 
We are aware that at secondary school, home learning ex-
pectations increase.  We work really hard with children 
and secondary schools to achieve a smooth transition to 
life after primary school in many different ways, however 
we do not believe that this should include making children 
still in the primary phase take on what will be expected of 
them at secondary school. 

Parent View Survey Results Continued 


