St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Term 2 Week 7

December 20th 2019

Celebrate
Value Awards

Responsible Learners
Lola B
Collaborative Learners
Green Class
Jamie O’T, Yellow
Class, Orange Class,
Red Class
Independent Learners
Holly P
Reflective Learners
Alex C, Joseph A
Resilient Learners
Ava S
Awards outside school
Edie Davies, Josh Todd
Yr5&6 Reading
Challenge
Emily Buckwell

Attendance

Red Class YR: 94.3%
Orange Class Y1: 95.7%
Yellow Class Y2: 96.3%
Green Class Y3: 94.4%
Blue Class Y4: 95.3%
Indigo Class Y5: 97.5%
Violet Class Y6: 95.6%
Well Done
Indigo
Class !

Taken from this week’s Gospel: 4th Sunday of Advent—Year A
“You are blessed, Mary,
because you believed in the promise that God made to you.”

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners
and friends are invited to attend.

December
20th Last day of term 1pm
finish

January 2020
6th INSET DAY School

closed to pupils
7th Back to school—first
day of term 3 for all pupils
17th Health and Well
being day
17th Orange Class (1)
Cake Sale
27th to 31st Science
Week
31st Mass for the
Presentation of our Lord
9.30am PI
Please check as dates are
sometimes changed.

Celebrating Christmas the St Mary’s Way!
Wow!!! What an incredible term of wonderful achievements. This year we have gone for it again in
celebrating and sharing Christmas with our whole school community. The last few weeks have been
extremely busy and exciting with the children, staff, parents/carers, parishioners and wider
community celebrating Christmas together. We began our celebrations at the end of November with
our Eco Week when the children learnt about the impact of Christmas on our environment and then
worked hard to decorate our school with their beautiful and imaginative eco Christmas decorations –
the school certainly looked ready for the festive season at the start of December.
Next we came together as a school to prepare ourselves for the start of Advent with a thoughtful and
reflective reconciliation service. It was an important opportunity for us all to reflect on the people
we are, the people we want to be and to take action to truly live out the Christian values, which are
so important to us.
Our reconciliation service was closely followed by two very special evenings of entertainment from
the Upper Key Stage Two Team, who worked collaboratively together to delight their audience with
their fantastic performance of ‘Dream On’ based on A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The children
were involved in all aspects of the production from the costume, set design, props and, of course, the
brilliant singing and acting. Both evenings were a great success and it was wonderful to see what
our children can achieve when they combine their efforts in a collaborative way.
The Key Stage One and EYFS followed a week later with their delightful nativity performances.
Like the UKS2 Team before them, the children’s hard work and their efforts paid off and both
performances were a great success. The children charmed their audiences with their adorable acting
and joyful singing. The children looked incredible in their costumes and the whole composition told
the Christmas story with a modern twist, but without losing sight of the true meaning of Christmas.
Then we brought the school, Church and wider school community together at St Mary’s Church to
celebrate with a Christmas Carol Concert which was led by Year Three. The children’s moving
retelling of the Nativity story was interspersed with a variety of modern and traditional carols that
were sung with much enthusiasm and joy. It was a beautiful way to bring the school together before
we depart to spend the holidays with family and friends.
And, this we thought was the end, but in a special St Mary’s way, there was one last treat in store!
Year Four delighted the school with a wonderful rendition of the songs they had performed in
November at the Assembly Halls in Tunbridge Wells. The children’s singing was a joy and it
became apparent that the praise received by the children throughout the term was very well
deserved. The children have been out and about in the community entertaining people with their
wonderful singing and bringing the spirit of Christmas to many. Well done Year Four and all the
children who have joined the school’s Christmas Choir to perform at different venues in
Crowborough over the last month.
This term our focus has been on developing our children as creative learners. I am sure you will
agree with me that the children have all succeeded in this area of development this term. Equally, I
would say that we have managed to encompass all out learning values into our learning at St Mary’s
over the course of the last couple of months – we have certainly displayed resilience, the ability to
reflect, to work independently and collaboratively and to act responsibility. What an incredible
success this term’s learning has been for the school whilst still ensuring that our children’s
childhoods are precious and filled with memories to last a lifetime.
Thank you all for the incredible support you have shown the school this term – we know that our
success is the result of the hard work of so many and that the strength of our community is at the
heart of everything we achieve. As an incredibly proud headteacher, I wish you all a very merry
Christmas and health and happiness in the New Year.
Liz Hills

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE – IT MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE
As you are well aware, we view children’s attendance at school as a matter of great importance. There is
strong evidence available that links school attendance to children’s achievements. In 2016 the Department
for Education published research which found that better attendance at school can lead to better attainment
and achievement. There is also evidence available showing that children who have attended well at
primary school are more likely to continue to attend well at secondary school than those whose attendance
has not been as good. There is no doubt that every day at school counts!
For this reason we continue to urge you to ensure that your child/children attend school, on time, every
day. Children should only miss school if they are too unwell to attend or under exceptional circumstances.
At St Mary’s any child with attendance at less than 90% is considered to be a persistent absentee. At the
current time the number of pupils who fall into this category is relatively small, however there is a larger
group of pupils whose attendance falls within 90 – 95% and these children could move into the persistent
absentee category very quickly by missing just one or two days schooling.
In the new year letters will be sent out to all parents/carers of children whose attendance is below 90% and
therefore considered to be a persistent absentee. Letters will also be sent out to all parents/carers of
children whose attendance is between 90 and 95%.
It is hoped that by ensuring parents/carers are well informed about their child’s attendance, we will be able
to work together as a home school partnership to support each other to ensure children at St Mary’s
attendance at school is as good as it can possibly be.

CURRENT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE FIGURES
(as of 17/12/19)

Percentage of children with attendance above 90% = 94%
Percentage of children with attendance above 95% = 81%
Percentage of children with 100% attendance = 28%
Well done to the 61 pupils who have managed to stay fit and well
enough to attend school every day since September– no mean feat!

Parents/carers of children in Red Class (Reception) please note …..
Your child is of "compulsory school age" on the 1st January, 1st April or 1st September following
their 5th birthday.
Children in Red Class who have already turned 5 or will be turning 5 in December will be of
compulsory school age from 1st January 2020. For these children the rules around school attendance
will apply next term. The rules, stated by the Department for Education, are as follows:
You can only allow your child to miss school if either:

they’re too ill to go in

you’ve got advance permission from the school.

Wonderful News!
We would like to congratulate Mrs Piper and her family on the
exciting news that she is pregnant again and expecting her
second baby in the spring next year.
Arrangements for Blue Class have been shared with the parents
and carers of the children in Mrs Piper’s class and we will
provide more information to the wider school community once
plans have been finalised next term.

Parent/Carer View – November 2019
Thank you so much to all those parents/carers who took the time to complete the Parent/Carer View form that was made available during the Pupil/Parent/Teacher Consultations and from the office earlier in the term. 71 responses to the Parent/Carer
View were collated. This means that nearly half of the families at our school responded.
The results of the Parent/Carer View are recorded below:

We are very pleased with the results of this Parent/Carer View but there are still areas we can continue to
develop. The school staff will be discussing these results in the New Year to agree ways in which we can
improve our school. Thank you once again to all those who completed the Parent/Carer View forms –
your feedback is greatly appreciated. There will be further opportunities for parents and carers to give
feedback to the school over the remainder of this academic year – we hope people will maximise these
opportunities as a way of working in partnership with the school to provide the best possible education
for all the St Mary’s children. Thank you.

Useful helplines
open over
Christmas
Staying Safe this Christmas
As excitement builds and people
get ready to celebrate the festive
season with family and friends, it
is important to remember that
not everyone’s Christmas will be
easy this year. There are families
for whom Christmas adds an
additional strain to what may
already be proving to be a
difficult time in their lives. I just
wanted to remind everyone that
there is always someone there to
offer help and support, even
during the Christmas period.
Please do not hesitate in asking
for help if you need it.
Please stay safe.

NSPCC - 0808 800 5000
Childline - 0800 1111
Samaritans - 116 123
Shout – Text 85258
SANEline - 0300 304 7000
Campaign Against Living Miserably –
0800 58 58 58
Drinkline - 0300 123 1110
Talk to Frank - 0300 123 6600
National Domestic Abuse Helpline 0808 2000 247
Cruse Bereavement Care - 0808 808
1677
The Silver Line - 0800 4 70 80 90

CAFOD DONATIONS
Thank you to all the children and
parents in all year groups that generously donated to our CAFOD appeal this year. The children have
been busy deciding on how their
donations can make a difference to
children, families and communities in need throughout the world. They have been choosing ethical
gifts from CAFOD’s world gifts funds such as a
school starter pack, teaching someone to read, planting a vegetable garden and supplying fruit tress for
families. A full report on how much was raised and
the donations that the children have made will be
detailed in the new year. Thank you.
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/pages/gifts-in-action

THANK YOU
Thank you so very much for all the kind
and generous gifts sent into school to thank
staff for their hard work and support this
year.
We are always
very touched by,
and appreciative
of, people’s
generosity and
thoughtfulness.
Thank you.

