St Mary’s at Home
Well done everyone for your amazing efforts again this week— you have really
started to establish a new ‘normal’ in your lives and to put in place routines which
work for your families and your different circumstances. Please remember that
this is a very unusual time and there is no right or wrong way to be setting up and
running your homes as you try to juggle work, home school, childcare and looking
after family and friends. I am sure everyone is feeling the pressure of finding a different way of
living in these unusual circumstances and I am sure some people will have concerns about the
forthcoming Easter holidays and how this time might mean changes to routines again. The
teaching staff will not be setting daily tasks for the children over the next couple of weeks but if
you want to continue to keep some of the routines you have set up in your home schools over the
next couple of weeks please check out the St Mary’s at Home pages on the school website for further learning opportunities and perhaps to catch up on opportunities you missed. This newsletter is also full of ideas which you could use to help keep your children busy and occupied during
the Easter break.
Please stay safe and well everyone. You all continue to be in our thoughts and prayers.
Liz Hills (Acting Headteacher)

Celebrating Easter

Keep in Touch

Wintershall Education have edited some of their workshop material
for families to use at home in the lead up to Easter and beyond.

Some teachers have volunteered to
work in school during the Easter holidays to ensure that childcare continues
for those children eligible for access to
restricted school provision, so it may
be the holidays but we will still be
around. Do not hesitate to contact me
if you need support over the next couple of weeks: head@stmarysrc.esussex.sch.uk

https://www.wintershall-education.com/resources/resourcesfamily/
There are resources suitable for pre-school and primary aged children, using pictures, sensory objects and actions to explore the story
of Jesus’ journey to the Cross, with the whole family.
Wonder together about the images provided and use
objects from around your home to create a story
basket or treasure bag.

If I can help—I will.

School’s Out—Time for some Easter Fun
Check out the articles in this newsletter for lots of different ideas of ways in which your family
can have fun whilst at home over the Easter break. With holidays and trips cancelled and no
opportunities for visiting friends and family, we have put together other ways in which you can
celebrate the Easter break with your children so that they, and you, have a holiday of some kind.
Enjoy time together, making special memories. Happy Easter Everyone!

Cook Along with Chartwells

Chartwells have been working on a project - The Super Yummy Kitchen, which launched on YouTube
on the 2nd April, which we wanted to share with you in the hope that you will enjoy sometime over the
Easter break cooking with your children. Super Yummy, Simply Delicious Snacks
Chartwells have created cook along videos aimed at school children to help entertain by enabling them
to create yummy, healthy snacks made from store cupboard ingredients. Nutritional messages will feature throughout the videos and there will be a curriculum activity and a health and wellbeing challenge
set everyday. These videos will be launched on Chartwells’ social media pages Monday, Wednesday
and Friday at 10am. You can find these videos on their YouTube channel, Instagram, Twitter and Facebook accounts.
Super Yummy, Simply Delicious Chartwells
Instagram: chartwells_uk
Twitter: chartwells_uk
Facebook: Chartwells UK
The Super Yummy Kitchen

Food, play and education bought to your home

Ready, steady, GO!!!
Who doesn’t love a scavenger hunt. Check out this link for lots
and lots of ideas for different scavenger hunts you and your children can take part in for fun over the Easter break. Perhaps you
will feel inspired and create your own hunts to share with your
family and friends.
https://primaryplayground.net/scavenger-hunts/

TURN THOSE CUPBOARDS OUT!

How about getting your children to have a hunt in their
rooms for those games and toys hidden at the back of
cupboards and under beds! I’m sure there will be games
and toys long forgotten hidden in your homes. Challenge
your children to find them. Make some time to play the
games with them. Playing games with your children is
not just fun but offers a lot of great learning opportunities: turn taking; losing well; winning well; etc. Have fun!

30 Day Lego Challenge!
How about having a go at the 30 Day Lego
Challenge?
https://mk0freehomescho2g81n.kinstacdn.com/wpcontent/uploads/2016/01/Lego30daychallenge.pdf

Or if Duplo is more your thing then check out these
50 best ever Duplo play ideas!
https://legoexternal.23video.com/video/39126911/50best-ever-lego-duplo-play-ideas

HOW TO ZENTANGLE
A Zentangle is a miniature abstract work of art created by a collection of patterns. It is typically done on a 3 ½” x 3 ½” paper “tile” using a pencil and a black pen. The small size allows for a work of art
that can be completed in a relatively short period of time. The “zen”
part of it is that it can be a very relaxing and meditative experience.
Visit this site to learn more about Zentangles and then have a go at
creating your own. You could combine your family’s efforts and
build a collective piece of artwork.
https://kinderart.com/blog/zentangles-101/
Treasure Map
Hide an object and then draw a treasure map of your home, marking the spot with an X. Who can find it? You could do the same for
an indoor scavenger hunt.

Puzzles
Enjoy putting a puzzle together as a family! If you don’t have
a puzzle at home then you can try these online puzzles here:
https://www.jigsawexplorer.com/.
DAY TRIPS
Family days out may be out of the question due to the lockdown
but only in the physically sense. Thanks to the wonders of modern technology it is possible to enjoy a trip to the zoo or museum
from the comfort of your sofa. For example, you can see what the
pandas are up to at Edinburgh Zoo (www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/
webcams). The world is your oyster at https://artsandculture.google.com/partner , where you
can take tours of internationally renowned museums such as the Guggenheim Museum in New
York, or enjoy street views of famous landmarks such as the Taj Mahal. You can even explore the
surface of Mars at accessmars.withgoogle.com!

Leaf Rubbing
Use leaves found around your garden to make art. Place the leaves under a sheet
of coloured A3 paper and rub wax crayons over each leaf until you can see the
impression emerge.
Foot Drawings
Are you able to write your name with your foot or draw a house? You may find you surprise yourself,
but you’re guaranteed a giggle in attempting to master the pen with your toes.

Make Playdough
This super-easy playdough recipe is the perfect way to spend a rainy afternoon inside. It's quick
enough to hold a young child's attention and you only need a few store cupboard ingredients. Little
hands can play with the results straightaway, so there's immediate gratification for all involved!
Makes 1 coloured ball
Prep 10 minutes
You will need
8 tbsp plain flour
2 tbsp table salt
60ml warm water

food colouring
1 tbsp vegetable oil
Method
1. Mix the flour and salt in a large bowl. In a separate bowl mix together the water, a few drops of food
colouring and the oil.
2. Pour the coloured water into the flour mix and bring together with a spoon.
3. Dust a work surface with a little flour and turn out the dough. Knead together for a few minutes to
form a smooth, pliable dough. If you want a more intense colour you can work in a few extra drops of
food colouring.
4. Store in a plastic sandwich bag (squeeze out the air) in the fridge to keep it fresh.
Do Yoga
The YouTube account Cosmic Kids Yoga (https://
www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga )has all kinds of yoga-for-kids videos. It’s not just for kids, either; you can all do
yoga together as a family!

Paint Rocks
Any painting activity will do but change things up by painting
rocks to transform them into animals such as ladybirds or tortoises. You could create Easter themed paintings.

HAVE AN INDOOR PICNIC
Grab a sheet, whatever food you have, and enjoy a living room picnic (without the
ants). You can even play this memory game at the same time: “I’m going to a picnic
and I’m bringing…” Each person takes turns remembering (in order) what everyone
is bringing and then adds one thing each turn.

EASTER CRAFTS
Visit this site for a whole bunch of Easter themed crafts that you can do
together at home.
https://www.architectureartdesigns.com/15-fun-easter-crafts-to-keep
-the-kids-busy-during-lockdown/

Make a cardboard fort!
So simple but the fun can last for hours. Put any boxes you have in the garage
to good use. Don’t have boxes to spare? A sheet fort using chairs and bedsheets can be just as much fun.

EASTER BAKING
There are a range of different ideas for Easter baking if you follow the link
below. If you’re out of flour (like I am) then you might want to make meringues! Or there’s always the chocolate cornflake cake to fall back on!
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/kids-baking

Plant a Seed
Take a lentil or chickpea and plant it in some wet cotton. Watch it grow.

Homemade Puppets
Find some old socks, sew some buttons on as eyes and make your own puppet show.
Catwalk
Anything goes. Open the wardrobe and play with impossible combinations.
Obstacle Course
Use objects from around the house like skipping ropes, boxes and hulahoops, and an egg and spoon to create a course.
Play volleyball with a balloon!

If you have a balloon, blow it up and play a game of volleyball in the living room or in the garden.
Basketball
Use a bucket or a bin… Each time you move the ‘basket’ further away. Do you have a ‘Michael Jordan’ in
the house?
Hot and Cold
Hide an object. The only clues you can give for someone else to find it is ‘cold’ for far and ‘hot’ for near.
The more difficult the hiding place, the better. (One of Mrs Hills’ favourite childhood games!)

Can you make an Easter themed gift out of recycled items or items you have at home?
Milk cartons, egg boxes, tin cans, yoghurt pots, paper kitchen rolls, dried lentils, even leaves from the
garden. The sources are endless. Be creative and send in your photos to your class teachers.
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU HAVE AN ADULT TO HELP YOU
Here are a few ideas we liked…

Milk Carton Woven Easter
Baskets

Kitchen Roll Bunnies

https://
www.redtedart.com/milkcarton-woven-basketcraft/

Pastry Easter Basket

Leaf Art

https://
wonderfuldiy.com/
wonderful-diybraided-breadbasket/

String Paper Mache
Easter Egg
Egg Box Spring
Flowers

Be creative with store cupboard dried food.
Paper Strip Birds’
Nest
https://
www.weknowstuff.u
s.com/2012/03/
kids-craftconstruction-paperbirds-nests.html
Just have fun with a
hard boiled egg!

https://
diycozyhome.com/
water-balloon-andstring-easter-eggs/

A Stations of the Cross inside your home.
Research the 14 stations and then make art work/ pick a song/ create a drama/
choose items around the house to represent each station. Place the representations of the stations around your house or garden and on Good Friday you could
host your own Stations of the Cross journey.
KIM’S GAME
Kim’s game is a memory game whereby you place 10-20 items from
around the house on a tray—it could be things like a pencil, an orange, some cotton wool, a toy etc. Those playing have thirty seconds
to a minute to memorise what is on the tray before it is covered over
with a cloth (a tea towel will do). How many items can each player
remember? To extend the game the person in charge could take an
item off the tray when it is covered. Can the players remember what
is missing? Full instructions can be found here: https://
www.wikihow.com/Play-Kims-Game .
Follow a Drawing Tutorial
Several author/illustrators are offering free drawing tutorials on Youtube so you can
follow along and have a go at recreating characters from their books. Meet Sarah
McIntrye, the writer and illustrator of Grumpycorn, get a taste of the book, learn how
to draw a unicorn step by step, and discover how to let your drawing inspire a whole
new story! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgoRgoLdl7E

Or have fun with your family by following Rob Biddulph's fun instructions to draw
Gregosaurus
from
Dinosaur
Juniors!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4zRrl3YO26w
Make a paper horse that walks!
You’ll need to be very precise with your measuring and cutting to get this to work
and you may need to make a few before you get it quite right but when you do
you’ll be able to race your paper horses!
https://frugalfun4boys.com/paper-horse-that-walks/
There are a range of other fun ideas on the main webpage of this site which you
can check out.
https://frugalfun4boys.com/

Myleene’s Music Klass
Myleene Klass has begun posting videos on her Youtube channel to help teach areas of music such as
the difference between major and minor, how to read music and how to clap out rhythms.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ
Elevenses
David Walliams is sharing free audio stories from the World’s Worst Children 2.
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/

CREATE A RAINBOW
Okay, you creative lot. How about making a beautiful rainbow to display in your window? You could
make it out of any material and any medium: from drawing and painting to recycled pieces or knitted
rainbows. Perhaps you could add some sparkle to impress your neighbours! Whatever you do it will
brighten our day. If you can, take a photo of your fabulous rainbows and send them to Mrs Thorpe at
sheenagh@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk and she’ll post them on our St Mary’s Facebook page for us all to
enjoy.
Here are some ideas to inspire you:

