St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Term 4 Week 1

Celebrate
Value Awards
Responsible Learners
Eryn S, Isabella A
Collaborative Learners
Year 5
Independent Learners
Tiffanie K, Megan B,
William O, Sam C, Max
A, Dillon K
Reflective Learners
Thomas W, Arthur E,
Henry L
Resilient Learners
Archie C, Dillon M,
Olivia H
Lunchtime Award
Oscar A
Awards outside school
Alana K O’B—
Taekwondo Competition
(Gold & Silver)
Alex K O’B—
Taekwondo Competition
(Bronze)
Jaime B—Violin

Attendance

Red Class YR: 96.6%
Orange Class Y1: 92.7%
Yellow Class Y2: 94.3%
Green Class Y3: 99.1%
Blue Class Y4: 96.6%
Indigo Class Y5: 96.4%
Violet Class Y6: 94.%

Well Done
Green
Class !

February 28th 2020

Welcome Back

Welcome back to another new term after a very wet and windy
break. It has already been a very busy week with lots going on
across the St Mary’s School community. This week the Governors
have been busy continuing with the Headteacher recruitment
process; staff have been out of school attending conferences and
training; children and staff have been out on trips; we have
celebrated Ash Wednesday as a School and Church community;
after school clubs have taken place; children have attended a
sporting event; and these are just some of the additional things that
have taken place, on top of the usual learning that occurs every
day.
Next week we will be celebrating Book Week across the school;
staff will be attending more training in behaviour management,
developing children’s writing and relationships and sex education;
some girls from Upper Key Stage Two will be attending the
International Women’s Day at Mayfield School; Governors will be
visiting to review reading across the school; meetings are taking
place regarding school admissions, data protection and disaster
recovery planning; children will be attending Beacon again to take
part in sporting events; and this is again, just a flavour of the
additional events taking place.
As I look through the school diary, it is clear that the weeks
continue in much the same way, with lots going on and lots to get
involved in. It is great to include so many opportunities in our
community but it does require additional work and commitment
from people. So I would like to start this term by extending my
thanks to everyone who works so hard to make all the additional
things happen across the school to ensure that we are working
together successfully to support the children’s education and
development. Thank you to the staff who put in so much to offer
additional opportunities for the children; to the Governors who
give so generously of their time to offer support and challenge to
the school; to the Church community and Father Kevin who
support the spiritual life of the school so well; to the office staff
who deal with everything behind the scenes so efficiently; to the
premise staff who work around everything going on without
complaining; to the parents/carers who fill in forms, provide the
right equipment, ferry children places and remember everything
that everyone is meant to be doing; and finally to the children who
are always so keen and enthusiastic to take part and who make
everything worthwhile.
Have another really super term everyone! - Liz Hills

Parent Consultations
The clipboards for Parent Consultations
are out in the parent shelter for all years
except Y4 (as this has been done separately).

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners
and friends are invited to attend.

March 2020
2nd Year 4 Only Par ent
Consultations 3.30 to 5
pm PI
2nd to 6th Book Week
4th High 5 Netball @
Beacon Yr 5&6 3.30 to
5.30pm
6th Year 4 Only Par ent
Consultations 8am to
9.30am PI
12th Par ent
Consultations. 3.30 to
6pm. All years except Y4.
PI
13th Lent Reconciliation
Service 10am PI
13th FSM Potion
Making Event 3.30-5pm
16th Par ent
Consultations 3.30 to
6pm. All years, except Y4.
PI
18th Tag Rugby @
Rugby Club Y5&6 3.455.30pm
20th FSM Mother s’ Day
Sale
20th Yellow Class (Y2)
Cake Sale
27th Gr een Class (Y3)
Trip to Chislehurst Caves
27th FSM Easter Egg
Hunt

INSET DAYS
Friday 3rd April
Friday 22nd May
Friday 26th June

Please book yourselves in or call the office to see your
child's teacher.

Taken from this week’s Gospel: First Sunday of Lent —Year A
‘After Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River, the Spirit led him into the
desert. Jesus stayed in the desert for forty days and forty nights.
Matthew 4:1-11

Missio Boxes for Lenten Giving
The children have been sent home today with collection boxes (one per family) for the Lenten
period of giving. The school is supporting the Missio Charity this Lent and will be taking the
money we collect for the charity to the Good Shepherd Celebration at Worth later in the year.
Please encourage the children to think about the importance of Lent as a time to pray, fast and
give. We have spoken to the children this week in assemblies and in our Ash Wednesday Liturgy about how they can be actively involved in Lent by giving up something and then giving
the money they would have spent on their treat to charity.
It is important to use the special time of Lent to not only try to improve ourselves but to support others who are in need.
Please, please give generously over the coming term and we very much hope to see
the Lenten boxes return to school with money we can give to Missio to support their
work as part of the Catholic Church across the world.
The children worked out in assembly how much money we would raise if each of the
219 children in the school gave the following:
1 pence = £2.19
10 pence = £21.90
£1 = £219
£2 = £438
£5 = £1095
Please remember that by everyone giving a little, we will be able to give a lot. Thank you in advance for your kindness and
generosity. To find out more about Missio please visit: https://missio.org.uk/about-missio/#

Proud to be the Pope’s charity for world mission
Missio ignites God’s love by helping local missionaries to work alongside global communities that are
poor or in need, regardless of their background or belief.
Sometimes this need might be very specific: a motorbike for a Priest to celebrate Mass in remote villages; a simple community hall so people can gather together; vaccinations to protect vulnerable children.
Whatever our missionaries need to help them share the joy of the Gospel, Missio strives to provide it.
By supporting Missio, you play a vital part in creating a vibrant Catholic Church for the future.

Year Six’s Trip to the Imperial War Museum

Amazing Ash Wednesday Liturgy!

On Wednesday the 26th February year six took a trip down to
visit the Imperial War Museum. We met at the train station at
8:30 AM, then we got on the 8:45 train down to London for our
trip to begin. There were 5 floors to this museum; the first one
(ground floor) contained all of the world war one exhibits.
The next floor up was the world war 2 exhibits, this is where the
whole class got into groups of three and created documentaries
about pieces of the museum that we really liked. The
documentaries that we produced – if they were good - would be
part of the museums own TV show SmashTV!
After that, we got into our groups and explored around the
museum and all of the different floors. Then we had lunch and a
little break. Once we had lunch, we went back to exploring then
it was time to hop back onto the train to
head back to Crowborough.
Lots of the year 6’s said they really
enjoyed this trip to London and that
they would recommend this trip to all
of the future year
six’s.

On Wednesday 26th February, Indigo class did
a Liturgy all about Ash Wednesday. We had
words to say about why we reflect in Lent. We
read about fasting, helping others and praying
during the season of Lent. We sang a hymn
about God calling us to do his mission. Everyone had something to do to help others understand why we fast, give to others and pray during the season of Lent.

By Daniel and
James. H

By Dora and Isobel

All classes will be taking part in
various exciting activities throughout
next week for World Book Week and
there will be more of a feature about
this in next week’s Newsletter.

E-Safety
A massive thank you to Miss Morley and the ICT Assistance for their fantastic efforts in planning, organising and
hosting the St Mary’s E-Safety Event on the afternoon of the last day of term three. It was a really brilliant
afternoon in which all the children in the school were able to show case their learning about staying safe online in
all sorts of difference, creative ways. Supported by the teachers and support staff throughout the school, the children
recited rhymes, took part in plays, presented posters, shared e-safety books they had made and much, much more in
a big effort to share with their parents and carers the importance of keeping themselves safe on line. The children
did a wonderful job in teaching the parents and carers who attended the event how to help them to stay safe and the
need to make this a matter of high importance within their homes. We were very impressed by the excellent turnout
of parents and carers from across the school community – it was a fantastic response to an issue that the school
considers to be of the upmost importance. Thank you to everyone who attended and all the staff and children who
worked so hard to share important information about online safety in such creative and engaging ways. If you were
unable to attend the E-Safety Event please come and collect a booklet about how to help keep your child safe online
from the school office – there are a few copies left.
Thank you all again for striving hard to ensure we support the children to know how to keep themselves happy,
healthy and safe.

Coronavirus

Dodgeball Event

I just wanted to inform you all
that the school is in receipt of
regular information from a
number of different sources
regarding the Coronavirus. We
are receiving emails and updates
directly from the Department for
Education and the Diocese of
Brighton and Arundel and more
localised information from the
Health Protection Team in East Sussex. The information sent to us is all
being reviewed in order to ensure that the assessments being made
regarding the safety of the staff and pupils of St Mary’s School are well
informed.

A huge well done to the ten
children from Indigo Class who
attended the dodgeball event at
Beacon Academy on Wednesday to
represent the school in a
non-competitive tournament with
three other local primary schools.
The session began with the excellent Beacon Sports Leaders running
a carrousel of skills based activities
in which the children had the
opportunity to practise and develop
their skills in dodging, aiming,
catching and throwing. The children
then went on to play in a number of
short matches against the teams
from the other schools. It was great
to see the children working hard
and developing their skills of
collaboration, resilience and
reflection as they grew in
confidence and improved their play.
I was very proud of each of the
children who represented the school
brilliantly and who were a delight to
be with. Go Team Indigo!

At the current time, we have been advised that there is no reason not to
continue school life as normal. However, we are continuing to remind
children and staff of the importance of basic hygiene measures that they
should be taking in their daily lives and would ask you to do the same.
It would be very helpful to the school if you were to inform us of any travel
arrangements you may have to visit foreign countries or if you have
recently returned from a visit abroad. We have already asked the children
about any visits abroad they made during the recent break but the
information they have given us varies in its reliability. Please email the
school or send your child in with a note if you have visited another county
over the last three weeks or if a close family member, who lives in the
family household, has made a visit abroad. We have the facilities at school
to get advice about this information from reliable sources and can then
make suggestions to individual families about plans to stay safe.
We will continue to monitor and review the situation on a regular basis and
will keep you updated should any additional measures need to be taken to
keep the school community safe.
Thank you for your support in this matter.

