St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Term 3 Week 1

January 10th 2020

Celebrate

Welcome Back

Value Awards

I would like to extend a very warm welcome back to
the new term and to the New Year to all in our school
community. I very much hope everyone had an
enjoyable time over the Christmas period and that good
times were shared with family and friends. I hope the
start of the New Year has gone well for people and that
it has been a healthy and happy beginning.

Responsible Learners
Sonny A, Freya D,
Ava Y, Lola B
Collaborative Learners
Christopher P,
William O’T
Independent Learners
Harrison E, Mia C,
Lawrence O’K,
Jacob W, Emma C,
Benjamin C,
Jeremy O’K,
Alexandra B, Mia C.
Reflective Learners
Matthew P, Ava R-U,
Sophia A, Freddie L
Resilient Learners
Sienna M
Awards outside school
Yr5&6 for participation
in indoor athletics
tournament.
Alexandra B
Yr5&6 Reading
Challenge
Maisie M’B
Times Tables Award
Orange Class
Lunchtime Award
Martha H

Attendance

Red Class YR: 96.3%
Orange Class Y1: 97%
Yellow Class Y2: 96%
Green Class Y3: 94.4%
Blue Class Y4: 91.6%
Indigo Class Y5: 92.8%
Violet Class Y6: 91.6%
Well Done
Orange
Class !

It has been wonderful to see the children back at school
this week, full of energy and enthusiasm for their
learning and I am very much looking forward to seeing
them continue to build on their successes and to excel
over the coming months.
We have a very busy term ahead of us again with lots
of exciting events planned. Please do have a look
through the Yearly Planner to see what is coming up
and please try to keep on top of communications from
the school. If any of your details have changed since
the beginning of the school year please ensure you
share these with the school office. It is important that
we have up to date contact details for all children and
that any changes to end of day collection arrangements
are shared with us.

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners
and friends are invited to attend.

January 2020
15th Year 1 Multiskills
@ Beacon
17th Health and Well being
day

17th Orange Class (1) Cake
Sale

23rd Year 2 Multiskills
@ Beacon
27th to 31st Science Week
31st Mass for the
Presentation of our Lord
9.30am PI
31st Science Fair PI

February 2020
5th Year 3&4 Netball Skills
@ Beacon

10th to 14th E-Safety

Week
12th Year 3&4 Handball @
Beacon
14th Green Class (3) Cake
Sale
14th Last day of Term
3.15pm finish

As always, I would like to remind everyone that should
they have any concerns or queries please do not
Please check as dates are
hesitate to contact the relevant member of the school
sometimes changed.
staff who will be happy to assist you. Our partnership
with parents/carers is of great importance to us and is a
School meals payments for
vital element in ensuring our children do the very best
KS2.
they can during their time with us.
Your continued support is greatly appreciated.
Wishing you all a very happy and healthy New Year.
Liz Hills
(Acting Headteacher)

There is a significant number of
funds owing on some ParentPay
accounts for school meals. This
has increased particularly since
the Christmas lunch. Please can
you log in to your account and
check if you have funds owing
and arrange to clear them.
If you need any assistance in
accessing ParentPay, please
contact the school office.

Thank you

Taken from this week’s Gospel: Baptism of the Lord—Year A
While he was praying, the Holy Sprit came to him in the form of a dove, and a
voice from heaven said,
“You are my beloved Son with whom I am very pleased”

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
If you are experiencing financial difficulties and struggling to make ends meet there may be
additional help and support you can receive. Your child/children may be entitled to a free
school meal – regardless of their age. Even if your child is already receiving a free school
meal because they are in Red, Orange or Yellow class, your child may be entitled to
additional funding which the school receives to support their education. Please check out the
information at the following link to see if you are eligible to apply for a free school meal and
additional funding for your child/children or come in and speak to a member of the office
staff.

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/school-life/meals/free/

Children’s Conduct – Caring for Our School
This week we have given the children a few reminders about how to
behave around the school and how important it is to do their best to look
after our environment and resources. We have spoken to the children
about how we need to treat our school like our home and to ensure we
follow basic routines with care, such as: using the toilets properly,
putting rubbish in the bin, picking up coats in the corridor and wiping our
feet when we come into school or removing our shoes if they are muddy.
We have discussed with the children the consequences of not looking
after the school, from both a financial perspective but also with regards
to our school value of respect. We have explained the difference between
damage caused accidently and damage caused through the children
making bad choices about their behaviour and conduct. We have also
told the children that in some cases we may have to consider requesting
that parents meet the costs for repair or replacement to fixtures and
fittings or equipment if it has been damaged by their child.
In a busy school with lots of people accidents do happen, things do get broken and we do make mistakes but it is
important that we all work together to look after our environment for our own use and that of future generations. We
ask you to support us in this by talking to your child/ren about the importance of the part they play in looking after
the school and in reiterating how school is an extension of their homes and should be a place where people do their
best to make it a safe, clean and tidy space in which to Pray, Learn, Love and Enjoy.
Thank you in advance for the time taken this weekend to talk to your child/ren about looking after St Mary’s
Catholic School. Your assistance and support is, as always, greatly appreciated.

JUST IN CASE!!!

Just in case the weather takes a turn for the worse over the coming months, I would like to
draw your attention to the arrangements we have in place should we decide that the school
has to be closed in the event of extreme weather conditions which may make it unsafe to
open the school.
Notification of the school being closed will be communicated to parents/carers as soon as possible using the following channels:
 Email
 Text message
 Notice placed on the homepage of the school’s website: https://www.stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk/
 Notice placed on the East Sussex County Council’s website:
 https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolclosures/
You can also register to receive school closure email alerts direct from East Sussex on the following link
https://apps.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/schoolsearch/8453340.aspx

A decision to close the school is never taken lightly as the Senior Leadership Team is well aware of the wide and far
-reaching implications of closing the school on the community and the disruption this causes. However, the Senior
Leadership Team has a responsibility to ensure that the school site is safe and that the site can be evacuated safely in
the event of an emergency. There are times when matters beyond our control mean that we cannot ensure the safety
of the site and we are therefore left with no option but to close the school. We will appreciate your understanding
and co-operation in the event that the school has to be closed.

The St Mary’s School
Safeguarding Team
We are the St Mary’s School Safeguarding Team. We work together to ensure that we do all we can to
safeguard our community – including children, parents/carers, staff, the wider school community and
the public who use our site. If you have any concerns about the safety of the St Mary’s School
community please do not hesitate to contact us.
Liz Hills

Judith Botterman

Kate White

Naomi O’Keeffe

Lorna Buckwell

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead

Safeguarding
Governor

Chair of Governors

(Acting Headteacher)

(Acting Deputy Headteacher)

(Year Five Class Teacher)

Any member of the Safeguarding Team can be contacted confidentially through the school office:
office@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk / 01892 655 291
Alternatively you can contact Liz Hills via email: lhills@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk

St Mary’s Science
Fair is coming soon!
If you are a budding scientist or you love to be creative, then St Mary’s Science Fair is for
you! On Friday 31st January, children and their parents will be invited to share and
display their own science projects in the hall for the school and the parents to come and
visit. There will be prizes for the most creative display, the most original and many more.
If you think you want to take part in this exciting project, then all you have to do is
complete the form below and send it back to Mrs White by Friday 19th January. Your
project can be something as simple as a display which explains the water cycle, or as wild
as an erupting volcano or working model of the heart! All we ask is that you have an adult
to help you (this adult may want to assist on the day or help you get it into school, but they
do not have to give up their afternoon on the Friday if they are working) and you are fully
committed once you have entered the fair.
Please return the slip sent by Parentmail or complete a copy from the office if you would
like to be a part of St Mary’s Science Fair and we will email you to let you know we have
received your entry.

