St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Term 1 Week 3

Celebrate
Value Awards

Creative Learners
Alex K-O’B
Estha P
Responsible Learners
Sam D, Adriana M,
Sam S, Benjamin E
Independent Learners
Guilia B, James K,
Alana K-O’B, Hallie B.
Resilient Learners
George A-J
Molly P
Jayden E
Lunchtime Awards
Alfie B

Attendance

Orange Class Y1: 100%
Yellow Class Y2: 98.3%
Green Class Y3: 95.8%
Blue Class Y4: 99.7%
Indigo Class Y5: 96.9%
Violet Class Y6: 94.4%
Well
Done
Orange
Swimming Years 16 Please ensure that

your child is
properly equipped for
their swimming lessons each
week with swimwear, hat, towel
and goggles if needed, all
named in a bag. All
children must wear a
swimming hat.
Please see separate message
over for changes to the swimming timetable over the next
few weeks affecting years 4, 5
& 6. For those who have

not already paid, payment
for the term is £12.50 and
is available now on ParentMail.

September 20th 2019

Working Together to Keep Our
Children Safe
I would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who has tried so hard this
week to follow the procedures set out
in the letter about the end of day dismissal arrangements – we appreciate your support so much.
There has been an influx of calls to the office about collection arrangements over the last few days but we would rather you called to confirm arrangements for the collect of
your children than not. It is never a bother for you to call
and alter your plans as your children’s safety always comes
first on our list.
Thank you as well to everyone who has returned the collection arrangement forms. I appreciate that collection
arrangements for some children are more complicated and
can change from week to week and day to day and we can
work with this. If you just indicate all the people to whom
you give permission to collect your children, we will
release your children to any of these trusted adults, allowing you the flexibility to organise collection arrangements
within your own network of support. If you have any queries about completing the collection arrangement forms,
please do not hesitate to contact the school office for
support.
If you have not yet completed the form, please do so as
matter of urgency as this information is very important
to us. A copy of the letter and form has been attached.
It is good to see that many children in Upper Key Stage
Two are being trusted to walk home alone or with their
friends or siblings. This development in independence and
responsibility is important. However please do ensure that
you discuss different situations that could occur when
walking anywhere without an adult and the best way to respond to them.
The link below and the leaflet attached have some good
advice for any parent/carer whose children are going out
without an adult or who is considering this as a next step
for their child. https://www.care.com/c/stories/3239/when-can
-my-child-walk-to-school-alone/en-gb/

Your support to keep the St Mary’s community safe is
greatly appreciated.
If anyone has any football or rugby books your
child has outgrown and are willing to donate to the
school this would be much appreciated for sporting
and cross country events in the coming months.
All sizes needed. Thank you.

Taken from this week’s Gospel:

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners
and friends are invited to attend.

September

23rd Year 6 r etr eat at St
Mary’s 9am
26th Yellow class tr ip to
Bodiam Castle
27th Beginning of year
mass/harvest 9.30am in the
church PI
27th Macmillan Coffee
Morning from 9am to 11am
in the school hall PI
October
3rd FSM AGM 8pm
School hall PI
4th Hor r ible Histor ies tr ip
Indigo and Violet classes
9th Individual / Family
School photographs
11th Welcome assembly
9.30am PI
18th Health and Wellbeing
day
18th FSM Autumn Disco
3.15 to 5pm
25th Last day of ter m 1.
3.15pm finish

Please check dates regularly as
events are added or may be changed.

New parent open days for
Sept 2020 admissions on
20th November at 9.30am
and 21st November at
2pm. No booking
required.
Secondary School
applications for children in
Year 6. Infor mation has been
sent out this week of some local
schools open days/ evenings.
You must apply for a school
place by 31st October 2019.
Please visit https://
www.eastsussex.gov.uk/
educationandlearning/schools/
admissions/secondary_school/
To apply for a school place. If you
are applying to a Kent school you
must still apply through East
Sussex admissions service.

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Jesus said to his disciples, “People who can be trusted with things that are not
important can also be trusted with things that are important.”

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE
We wanted to share with you the latest information on attendance at St Mary’s –
it’s brilliant news. With your support we have managed to decrease the number
of pupil absences from school over the course of the last few years and, in so
doing, have increased pupil attendance at St Mary’s. This is a great achievement
because there is a significant link between high levels of pupil attendance at
school and high attainment. Basically the more your child is in school learning,
the more they will learn and the better progress and attainment they will achieve!

It would be fantastic to continue this decline in pupil absence this year and so we urge everyone in our community to work
hard to ensure your children are in school on time every day. We appreciate that at times it is not possible for children to attend
school due to ill health or exceptional circumstances but we hope that you will strive for high attendance for your children to
support all aspects of their learning and life at school.
Thank you to everyone in advance for your support in continuing to improving pupil attendance, and therefore pupil attainment, at St Mary’s School this year.

Changes to swimming arrangements for year 4, 5 & 6
Due to a clash with some upcoming school sporting events at
Beacon, it has been necessary to make the following changes
to the swimming timetable next week for years 5 & 6.

Please can children in Violet (6) and Indigo(5) classes
classes bring swimming kits in both days of Wednesday 25th
& Thursday 26th September. Classes will be mixed for swimming on these days to allow for some children to attend Unihoc at Beacon
Blue class (4) will swim on Tuesday 1st October , Tuesday 8th October and Tuesday 22nd
October instead of their usual Wednesday sessions for those weeks as there are sporting
events for some children at Beacon. They will swim on Wednesdays as usual in the
remaining weeks, 25th September, 16th October.
Please note these dates in your diaries. Thank you.

Welcome to Red Class
This week we were joined by all the
new children starting school for the
first time in Red Class.
They have done really well in settling
in and enjoyed meeting their buddies
from Violet Class.
Some of the week’s activities have included, exploring the school; meeting new friends;
building towers; looking after baby; rolling the tyres; climbing on crates; bringing sand
home in our shoes; splashing in the water tray; driving cars; shunting trains; smiling;
laughing; singing; helping Mrs Williams– They have used the tweezers; made shapes with
the magnets; climbed along the trim trail; shared books and crossed a wobbly pathway.
All the Red class team are very proud of the children and how they have behaved this
week.
We hope all the children have a restful weekend and we look forward to seeing you all
back at school next week.
MIDDAY SUPERVISORS (MDSA) /
LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANTS
(LSA)
MDSA POSITION
We are looking for someone special to join the St
Mary’s Team in the role of Midday Supervisor. This
role involves assisting the children and kitchen staff
in the hall at lunchtime and then supervising the
children in the playground. The job is Monday to
Friday from 11.45 – 1.00 pm, term time only. It is a
great job to have if you do not have much time to
commit, can only commit to work during term time
or want to start to get more involved in the school
community. If you are interested please contact the
school office.

COVER STAFF
We are also looking for people who would be interested in becoming cover Midday Supervisors or cover
Learning Support Assistants. In the current financial climate, schools, along with so many other areas of
public service, have found their budgets stretched and for us at St Mary’s this has had an impact on staffing levels. Luckily, we have enough staff at St Mary’s to cover the needs of all the children, however, unlike in the past, the staffing structure is tight. This means that when staff are absent it can be difficult at
times to cover their responsibilities. For this reason we are looking for people who would like to be more
involved in the school community but do not want to make a regular time commitment to work. We are
offering the opportunity to people to become cover MDSAs or cover LSAs – people who could be contacted (either in advance or on the day) to support the children in class or to help supervise the children at
lunchtime. There would be no obligation to accept any work offered or to change your existing plans to
provide support and we would be unable to make any commitment to you to provide you with regular
hours of work. However, if you think you might be interested in this cover work or would like to find out
more please contact the school office where you can get more information about this opportunity.

