
The Gospel of St John (taken from chapter 9:1-41) 
 

 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been born blind. 

 He spat on the ground and made some mud paste with it. He put the mud on the man’s 

eyes. Then he told the man, “Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam.” (Siloam means Sent.) So 

the man went to the pool. He washed and came back. And he was able to see. 

 Some people had seen this man begging before. They and the man’s neighbours said, 

“Look! Is this the same man who always sits and begs?” 

Some said, “Yes! He is the one.” But others said, “No, he’s not the same man. He only looks 

like him.” 

So the man himself said, “I am the man.” 

Then the people took to the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. The day Jesus had 

made the mud paste and healed his eyes was a Sabbath day. So now the Pharisees asked 

the man, “How did you get your sight?” 

He answered, “He put mud on my eyes. I washed, and now I can see.” 

 Some of the Pharisees were saying, “This man does not keep the Sabbath day. He is not 

from God!” 

Others said, “But a man who is a sinner can’t do miracles like these.” So they could not 

agree with each other.” 

 They asked the man again, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” 



The man answered, “He is a prophet.” 

They answered, “You were born full of sin! Are you trying to teach us?” And they threw the 

man out. 

Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. So Jesus found him and said, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” 

 He asked, “Who is the Son of Man, sir? Tell me, so I can believe in him!” 

Jesus said to him, “You have already seen him. The Son of Man is the one talking with you 

now.” 

He said, “Yes, Lord, I believe!” Then the man bowed and worshiped Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Reflection and explanation: 

 

 Turn off the lights and make your room quite dark 

 Light a candle (or a small light or torch) 

 What happens when you light the candle? (We can see better) 

 

 Jesus has given the man in today’s Gospel two gifts. Listen to the Gospel, what are 

the two gifts? 

 Jesus gives the man the gift of sight. He also reveals himself to be the Son of God and 

the man believes him. 

 Through the miracle that Jesus performed by healing the blind man, we too are 

called to see that Jesus is the Son of God. 

 

The washing of the man in the pool of Siloam is a hint at Christian Baptism. Through the 

man’s encounter with Jesus, the man born blind is healed, his sight is restored, and his 

conversion to discipleship begins. The man born blind gradually comes to a greater 

understanding about who Jesus is and what it means to be his disciple, while the Pharisees 

(those who should see) are the ones who remain blind. 

 

 

 

 


