St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Term 3 Week 5

Celebrate
Value Awards
Creative Learners
Anna C, Holly P,
Henry L
Collaborative Learners
Gracie-Mae S, Florence
P, Sean C, Bethany H,
Eli D, Hudson L
Independent Learners
Jaime B, James S, Molly
P, Freddie K, Sam C,
Illy W,
Reflective Learners
Lola B
Resilient Learners
Richard B, Mylie S,
Luke P, Leo D, Ashley
A, Harry K O’B
Awards outside school
Oscar K, Theo S

February 7th 2020

OUR MISSION
This busy week, in which there is much to be proud of and
to celebrate, started with an opportunity for the whole
school to join together in Worship. On Monday, the school
community came together to reflect on the importance of
the school mission statement – To come together in Christ
to pray, learn, love and enjoy. The children and staff reflected on some of the challenges for us all in successfully living
out this mission. It can be hard to find time in our very busy
lives to stop and pray. It can be difficult to find the words to
say to God and to find the space and peace we need to listen
to his answers. Our need to continue learning (despite our
age and experience) can be a challenge. To know that we
have to fail to learn can be difficult to face. To love each
other is not always easy as the flaws of our human nature
creep through and we find our interactions and relationships
with those around us are tainted by our mood and feelings
at the time. And, sometimes, when we are feeling overloaded and overwhelmed, it can be hard to see the joy in life and
in the tiny, positive details of our day.
Our mission statement is very simple: Pray – Learn – Love
– Enjoy, but the challenges of this mission are massive.
However, sometimes it is in the simplest of things that we
can find happiness. So I ask you all to join with the school
community in living out its mission and I ask you all to find
the time and space this weekend to join together with your
family and friends to pray, learn, love and enjoy.
Have a lovely weekend everyone – find time to hear God’s
words, take the opportunity to learn something new, show
people that you love them and enjoy doing all these things.

Remember: PI shows parents, carers, parishioners
and friends are invited to attend.

February 2020
10th to 14th E-Safety

Week
12th Year 3&4 Handball @
Beacon
12th—St Gregory's
Experience Day –Y5
14th E-Safety Assembly @
1.30pm PI
14th—Y4 & Y5 St
Gregory's Follow up
presentation 2.45- 3.15PM
PI
14th FSM Valentine’s
Theme Own Clothes Day
(£1 donation)
14th Green Class (3)
Valentine’s Cake Sale
14th Last day of Term
3.15pm finish

24th First day back Term 4
26th Ash Wednesday
Liturgy 10am PI.
28th FSM Pancake Day
Event 3.15-5pm
.
Please check as dates are
sometimes changed.

Liz Hills

Attendance

Red Class YR: 99.7%
Orange Class Y1: 98.7%
Yellow Class Y2: 99.7%
Green Class Y3: 95.3%
Blue Class Y4: 98.8%
Indigo Class Y5: 98.2%
Violet Class Y6: 96.6%
Well Done
Red and
Yellow
Classes !

DON’T FORGET — FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY
FREE OPPORTUNITY
TO SUPPORT YOUR
CHILD TO BE SAFE
ON LINE.
1.30PM ONWARDS
E-SAFETY ASSEMBLY
DON’T MISS IT!!!

Taken from this week’s Gospel: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year A

‘You are the light of the World’
Matthew 5:13-16

Thank You
I would like to express a very public thank you to the members of the
Finance Committee of the School Governing Body for the time and
commitment they continue to show to the school.
This week members of the committee gave generously of their time in
the form of a four-hour long meeting to discuss the
financial management of the school and arrangements for
spending the budget in the most successful and effective way to
support the needs of the children the school community serves.
With increasing costs and reducing budgets, the careful and consider management of the school’s finances
is a big responsibility for Governors to shoulder, especially in light of the fact that they carry out their roles
as Governors of the school voluntarily.
It was wonderful to see the Governors work hard this week to put the children’s needs firmly at the centre
of their decision making and to see how committed they are to ensuring that the money the school has to
educate this generation of children and generations of children to come is put to best use.
Thank you on behalf of the school community for the important work that you do to support our children.
Liz Hills

Headteacher Recruitment

A Safe Space to Talk

Just a quick update – the closing date for applications for
the very special post of Headteacher at St Mary’s Catholic
Primary School was Wednesday 5th February.
The Governors have received a number of applications and
they will be shortlisting (with the support of East Sussex
Education Authority and the Diocese) on Wednesday 12th
February. The interview process will take place during the
week beginning 24th February and we pray that one of the
applicants will be successful and will accept the very privileged post of Headteacher of our fantastic school.

With growing pressures in a fast developing
world, it can be difficult for our children to
navigate their way and, at times, they can
become lost, confused and a little scared.
Ensuring we provide a safe space to talk is
so important. Often we shy away from difficult conversations or from addressing
complex and challenging issues with our
children because we, ourselves, are scared
about what will happen, what they will ask,
what they will say, or what they may think.
It can be a fine balance for parents and carers to ensure that children have enough information to be safe, whilst not scaring or
disturbing them. Below is a link to a page
on the NSPCC website that provides guidance and support to parents/carers about
how to talk about difficult topics with children. It is well worth a look this weekend.

Your prayers for all those involved in the recruitment process and for the applicants who have decided that they
would like the opportunity to lead our school into an exciting future would be very gratefully received.
Thank you, Liz Hills

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children
-safe/support-for-parents/talking-aboutdifficult-topics/

Science Fair

Well done to all of the children who entered our Science Fair. It was amazing to
see so many exciting and informative entries.

Coronavirus – Advice
The government is closely monitoring the
spread of the Coronavirus and is taking
action at home and abroad.
The overall risk of Coronavirus to the UK
remains moderate. However we understand that people may be concerned where
there are children, students or staff returning from or visiting China.
Latest information and advice can be
found at:

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Advice for parents/guardians
You should not be unduly worried about
the possibility of your children catching
the Coronavirus.
There is no reason why your children
should not continue to attend their early
years, school or further education setting
as normal.
We recognise that some families or children may be planning to travel to China
during the forthcoming half term period. If
so, please refer to the FCO’s latest travel
advice via the website link above.

