
Thursday 7th May 2020 Year 4’s Home Learning Tasks

English Poetry

Today, you will publish your poem based upon the poems of 
Roger McGough. I have included those poems on the next two pages.

Use your ideas from the plan you created yesterday. 

Think about the features we usually find in poems could 
you add some of those features to your poem? 

Here is the start of my first draft:

Sounds and Colours

Coronavirus called this morning,
dressed all in black and grey,
took my favourite sounds and colours,
and carried them away.

The sweet laughter of the happy children,
charging across the busy playground, 
the clinking of full glasses
as people gather to cheer good news.

The drumming of the band
playing at the concert,

Please 
remember 

that you will 
hear these 

happy 
sounds 
again!!!



English Poetry

Read this poem by Roger McGough:

The Colour Collector

A stranger called this morning
Dressed all in black and grey
Put every colour into a bag
And carried them away

The goldenness of cornflakes,
The ivory of milk
The silverness of soup spoons,
The see-throughness of silk

The greenness of tennis courts
When play has just begun
The orangeness of oranges
Glowing in the sun

The blueness of a dolphin
Nosing through the sea
The redness of the breast,
The yellowy blur of a bee

The creaminess of polar bears
Sliding on the floes
The little piggy pinkness
Of tiny tickly toes

The sky that smiled a rainbow
Now wears a leaden frown
Who’s sobbing in the circus tent?
Wizzo the monochrome clown

A stranger called this morning
He didn’t leave his name
We live now in the shadows
Life will never be the same

By Roger McGough



English Poetry

Read this poem by Roger McGough:

The Sound Collector

A stranger called this morning,
Dressed all in black and grey,
Put every sound into a bag,
And carried them away.

The whistling of the kettle,
The turning of the lock,
The purring of the kitten,
The ticking of the clock.

The popping of the toaster,
The crunching of the flakes,
When you spread the marmalade,
The scraping noise it makes.

The hissing of the frying pan,
The ticking of the grill,
The bubbling of the bathtub,
As it starts to fill.

The drumming of the raindrops,
On the windowpane,
When you do the washing-up,
The gurgle of the drain.

The crying of the baby,
The squeaking of the chair,
The swishing of the curtain,
The creaking of the stair.

A stranger called this morning,
He didn't leave his name,
Left us only silence,
Life will never be the same.

By Roger McGough



Maths Measurement

Yesterday, you create a plan of your bedroom. You used your 
measurement skills to measure your furniture and work out the 
area of your bedroom and the area your furniture occupies in 
your bedroom. 

For today, you will redesign your bedroom.

I am going to give you £700 to spend on new furniture for your
bedroom (I am not actually going to give you this – it is just pretend!).

You can use online shops to complete your pretend purchases, such as Ikea, Argos, John 
Lewis, DFS…

The Rules:
• You need to keep a list of how much each item cost and its measurements.
• You cannot spend more than £700, you do not have to spend all of the money.
• The furniture has to fit within your room.

It might help to draw each item on a separate piece of paper and cut it out. You could 
then move the furniture around the room until you are happy with the layout and then 
you could stick them down onto your room outline. 



Art Pointillism

On 29th April 1770, explorer James Cook arrived in Australia. He would later 
claim the region for the British crown. Last Wednesday marked the 250th 
anniversary of Captain Cook's voyage. When Captain Cook arrived in Australia,#
there were people already living there - the Aborigines.

Today we are going to look at Aboriginal art. Have a look at this website:
https://art-educ4kids.weebly.com/aboriginal-art-and-patterning.html

Here are some lovely videos showing you how to use pointillism to create an Aboriginal style 
painting: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TxurQxHaoU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNAryu1aUuQ

Task
Today, you will experiment with making your own example of Aboriginal art. 
You could start by drawing an animal and then decorating around the animal using 
pointillism (painting small dots onto paper). 

You will need:
• cotton buds to use for the paint dots, you can always use the flat end of a pencil 

instead to dip into the paint – it will work just as well, 
• paints,
• paper or coloured card.

Tip: When stamping the paint dots onto your paper, leave space between the dots and it will look 
more effective. Try and leave the same amount of space between your dots. 

https://art-educ4kids.weebly.com/aboriginal-art-and-patterning.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TxurQxHaoU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNAryu1aUuQ


Mindfulness Diary Writing

Writing is a powerful way to slow down, check in with yourself and deepen your
mindfulness practice. You have the opportunity to focus on the small and the present. 

By writing a diary it can help you to: 
• connect with how your heart and body are feeling and reacting to a situation,
• practise gratitude, think about all that you are thankful for,
• become more aware of your thought patterns, what makes you happy or sad, 
• understand the relationship you have with yourself and others around you,
• make plans for the future, focusing on what you want to do

Give yourself 10 minutes every day to write or to draw. Do it just for you and discover the wisdom that lives 
within you.
Task
You could start with thinking about what feeling you would like to invite into your life today, if you want to 
feel happy, what could you do to help bring that emotion into your life?

• Think about what you want to let go of today? Perhaps arguing with a sibling – how could you do that.
• What are you grateful for today? 
• You could then set yourself a goal for the day. 

There is no right or wrong way to do this – you can draw or write out your feelings.

P.E.
Workout
Kidfit with Phil. This is on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/220830545665814/learning_content/
Please check with a parent/ carer that you are allowed to access Facebook.

Dance
Oti Mabuse is organising daily dance classes. You will find the videos on her You Tube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC58aowNEXHHnflR_5YTtP4g
Please check with a parent/ carer that you are allowed to access You Tube.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/220830545665814/learning_content/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC58aowNEXHHnflR_5YTtP4g


Reading

Epic
Have you checked out Epic?
There are so many fantastic books on Epic. You can choose many books to be 
read to you – so you could find a quiet space in your home and have a book 
read to you. There are other books which you can read along with the computer.
Also you can read many books all by yourself.

Audible
Audible has released lots of free stories for as long as schools are closed. 
Click on the link below to access many free audiobooks.
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen

Bug Club 
Also check out the fantastic books on Bug Club!

Word of the Week

means sad or disappointed

Are you reading for at least 20 minutes a day?

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen

