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What are number facts? 

Number facts are basic addition, subtraction, multiplication and division calculations that 

children should learn to recall instantly with no working out. In other words, they need to 

learn them off by heart. 

Number facts are sometimes referred to as number bonds (addition and subtraction) 

and times tables with related division facts (multiplication and division). 

They can also include knowing by heart other special numbers and facts such as square 

numbers, prime numbers, equivalent fractions/decimals/percentages, etc. 

  

What number facts should my child know? 

Children will be taught different number facts in their mathematics lessons in school at 

different stages in their primary school career. They will also practise recalling these facts, 

at speed and in any order, regularly. However, daily practise of number facts at home can 

make a significant difference to the speed at which children learn number facts and their 

ability to recall them instantly. Secure knowledge of number facts becomes more and more 

important as children progress through primary school as they start to use these facts in an 

increasing number of areas of mathematics.  

Below is a guide to what facts children learn in different year groups, however this is not a 

restrictive list and children should be encouraged to learn the facts listed as quickly as 

possible. Therefore, if a child in year three knows all the multiplication and division facts 

from the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables, there is no reason why they should not start to 

learn the facts from the year four list. Equally some children find it more difficult to learn 

facts by heart and they should not be rushed into learning new facts until the ones they are 

learning are secure.  

Year One – Orange Class 
In year one children learn and use the addition and subtraction facts to 20 (this 

includes number bonds to 20). This means they will become familiar with and practise all 

the different combinations of adding and subtracting numbers to a total of 20 (for example, 

2 + 16 = 18, 17 – 5 = 12, 5 + 3 = 8, 6 + 7 = 15, 20 – 9 = 11, etc). 

Year Two – Yellow Class 

In year two children consolidate their knowledge of number facts to 20 and develop fluency 

when recalling the facts (learn them off by heart). 

Children also learn to use the number bonds to 20 to derive related facts up to 100; for 

example, if they know 2 + 3 = 5 then they understand that 20 + 30 = 50. 

Multiplication and related division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 times tables are also learned in 

year two. For example, for the 2x table: 
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1 x 2 = 2 and 2 ÷ 2 = 1 

2 x 2 = 4 and 4 ÷ 2 = 2 

3 x 2 = 6 and 6 ÷ 2 = 3 

4 x 2 = 8 and 8 ÷ 2 = 4 

5 x 2 = 10 and 10 ÷ 2 = 5 

6 x 2 = 12 and 12 ÷ 2 = 6 

7 x 2 = 14 and 14 ÷ 2 = 7 

8 x 2 = 16 and 16 ÷ 2 = 8 

9 x 2 = 18 and 18 ÷ 2 = 20 

10 x 2 = 20 and 20 ÷ 2 = 10 

11 x 2 = 22  22 ÷ 2 = 11 

12 x 2 = 24  24 ÷ 2 = 12 

Year Three – Green Class 

In year three children learn multiplication and related division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 times 

tables. Children will also be taught the connection between the 2, 4 and 8 times tables 

through doubling and halving (so if 2 x 3 = 6 then 4 x 3 = 12). 

Year Four – Blue Class 

In year four children learn multiplication and related division facts for the 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 

times tables. 

Years Five and Six – Indigo and Violet Class 

In the last two years of key stage two children practise and improve their mental recall of 

multiplication and division facts up to 12 x 12. They will also use and apply these facts in 

more complex calculations; for example, if they know 7 x 8 = 56 then they understand that 

70 x 80 = 5600 and 0.7 x 8 = 5.6, etc.  

Children in upper key stage two will also learn to recall common factors, common multiples, 

prime numbers up to 19, square numbers up to 12 squared and the corresponding square 

roots and common equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages. 

 

How can I help my child to learn these facts? 

Little and often is the best advice with regards to helping your child to learn number facts. 

Practising number facts for short periods of time (between five and ten minutes, once or 

twice a day) is the best way to practise. There are many, many fantastic games online which 

have been specifically designed to support children in learning number facts and a quick 

look on an internet search engine will provide a wealth of links to online games. If however 

you would like to be more actively involved in supporting your child to learn number facts 

there are also lots of resources and games which can be purchased online or websites with 

ideas for games which you can play which require no resources. Testing children on their 



ability to recall number facts at speed and in any order is also very useful and can be done 

anywhere eg. In the car, out shopping, whilst cooking, etc.  

 

Where should I start?  

The best way to start to help your child to learn number facts is to check that they are able 

to recall quickly all the facts listed before and including those for their current year group. If 

there are facts which they are not secure on begin by helping them to secure their 

knowledge of these facts and then move on; either to other facts they do not know from 

previous year group lists or to the list of facts for the year group they are in or, in some 

cases, to the list for the next year group. If your child is able to recall all the number facts 

listed in this leaflet then please encourage them to practise recalling these facts regularly, 

in order to maintain this knowledge.  

 

What websites would you recommend? 

There is a wealth of resources available on the internet which can be used to support your 

child to learn number facts but listed below are some of our school favourites. 

 

   http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button 

 

  http://www.ictgames.com/numberFacts.htm 

 

   http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16 

 

 http://www.factmonster.com/math/flashcards.html 
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