St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
Term 1 Week 7

October 18th 2019

Remember: PI shows parents,
carers, parishioners and friends
are invited to attend.

October

24th Please return all
photograph orders and
Christmas card orders
by this date.
25th Last day of ter m 1.
3.15pm finish.

November

4th First day of Term 2
7th Pupil/Parent
consultations 3.30-6pm PI
11th Pupil/Parent
consultations 3.30-6pm PI
Sign up sheets available
from Monday 21/10/19
11th Remembrance
Assembly 10am PI
11th RE Events week—
Judaism
20th New parent open
morning for Sept 2020
admissions 9.30am
21st New parent open
afternoon for Sept 2020
admissions 2pm. No
booking required
25th—29th Eco Week
(Christmas Crafts)
Please check dates

On Tuesday afternoon during our
Life skills sessions, the Education
Team from Raystede Animal Shelter came to visit Red and Orange
Class. The children found out about
how to care for pets, how to be
around pets safely and many other
important life skills.
Raystede is a charity that supports
education and community work.
Children were asked to bring in
donations for this wonderful cause.
Thank you so much to all the
children (and parents) who brought in a variety of items for the animals. The staff
were so appreciative of our generosity. We have had a few donations since the
visit and will be taking them to Raystede over the holidays. If anyone has
anything they would like to donate please drop it into the office before next Friday. The animals at Raystede always need: pet beds, dog and cat food, blankets
and toys. Thank you so much.

Attendance

Red Class YR: 94.6%
Orange Class Y1: 96.3%
Yellow Class Y2: 96.7%
Green Class Y3: 98.1%
Blue Class Y4: 98.4%
Indigo Class Y5: 94.7%
Violet Class Y6: 99.4%
Well Done
Violet
Class

Taken from this week’s Gospel:

Cosmic Classroom Inflatable
Planetarium
The children enjoyed a visit to space
this week. The inflatable planetarium
arrived and the children from each
class were introduced to the stars and
stories around the constellation,
visiting planets and space stations. The
children were given opportunities to
ask questions. No questions were too
difficult for the knowledgeable staff
who explained everything in a 'child
friendly way'. It has really inspired the
children to find out more about the
solar system. If you have not
already paid please do so on
ParentMail. The cost for this amazing
visit was just £2.50. Thank you
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

“Now I ask you, when I come again, will I find people who believe like
this?”

SPOTLIGHT ON ….
MR PUDDICK
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to our
new school caretaker, Richard Puddick, who started
with us this week. As you all know we have been
without a school caretaker since the beginning of
the school year and so everyone was delighted to
see the arrival of Mr Puddick on Monday. He has
jumped enthusiastically into the role, feet first, and
already we are seeing improvements throughout the
school as the list of repair jobs starts to diminish
and our school environment improves in Mr
Puddick’s capable hands. I am sure many of you
have seen Mr Puddick around the site, busy at work
and on gate duty at the end of the school day. Please
do all extend Mr Puddick a very warm St Mary’s
welcome when you see him out and about – he
plays a very important role in our school
community and so I hope you will welcome him
into our team.
Please don’t forget
to look out for your
child’s Christmas
card design which
will be arriving
home in the next
few days. The FSM
have arranged for
the children’s
designs to be turned
into Christmas cards and gifts for you to order and
share with family and friends this festive season.
Please do support this fund raising opportunity and
enjoy sending cards this Christmas which your own
child has designed. All order forms to be returned
by Thursday 24th October so the FSM can process
the orders in time for Christmas.
Times tables underpin all
of our mental arithmetic at
St Mary’s. Memorising
tables makes it far easier
for your children to
calculate mentally, spot
patterns in numbers and
tackle complex
calculations.
Here at St Mary’s we have
signed up for Times Tables Rockstars, a brilliant
resource that encourages engagement with, and revision of, multiplication. This brilliant resource can
be used at home and in school. Please ask your
teacher for more information on how to access TTR
and see which tables your children are confident in!

A HUGE THANK YOU

I just wanted to say a very big thank you to our
wonderful cleaners, Mary and Clare, who have
taken on additional work in the absence of a school
caretaker over the last few months. Mary and Clare
have both worked additional hours and with total
dedication and care to ensure that high standards of
hygiene and cleanliness have been maintained in
the absence of a caretaker. Their commitment to
the St Mary’s team
has been amazing!
On behalf of the
children and staff –
thank you Mary and
Clare for all your
hard work – we
appreciate it very
much.
Health and Wellbeing Day
Today the school learnt about how to keep a fit
body, and a healthy diet. These are some of the
things that are important for Wellbeing. Violet
class kicked off their healthy journey by taste
testing all kinds of tropical fruit and veg that the
majority of the class have never tried before,
including pineapple, mushroom, pomegranate
seeds and many more. They also discussed the
importance of vaccinations.
Indigo Class made smoothies, Blue Class learnt
about a healthy diet and made healthy sandwiches.
In Green Class, they tasted fruit, played basketball
and tried Yoga. Yellow Class have played hockey
and looked at the human body and Orange and Red
Class have participated in PE lessons and Red
Class have been learning stretching.
All of the classes have also done PE with Mr Hall
and had a great time!
It is very important, to have a healthy body and
mind set at our
school, St Mary’s!
BY: MAX W, SOPHIA

School Key Priority 2019/20: Children will know how to keep themselves happy,
healthy and safe.
Does your child know how to make a 999 call?
Today the children have had a fantastic day in school working towards one of the school’s
key priorities for this academic year - learning how to keep their bodies healthy. Across the
school they have taken part in a wide range of different activities including, extra PE sessions, learning about healthy foods, discovering how amazing their bodies are at looking
after themselves and lots more.
The school staff have worked incredibly hard today to prepare and organise many wonderful learning opportunities to help all the children in the school develop their understanding
of the importance of keeping their bodies healthy and how they can achieve this. We would
like you to play your part this weekend in helping to keep your children happy, healthy and
safe and ask that you spend some time teaching your child about how to make a 999 call in
an emergency. This is HOME LEARNING FOR EVERYONE!
In order to help you to complete this task we have included some useful links to different
websites that you may find useful:


This link will take you to a recording of some very young children who have made
999 calls – their confidence in these challenging situations is very inspiring.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=21ZB-PhtfxM



This link will take you to a great advice page from netmums which will guide you
through the process of teaching your child to make a 999 call.
https://www.netmums.com/child/essential-safety-for-kids-calling-999-emergency



This final link will take you to the NHS site where more information is given about
making a 999 call in a medical emergency.
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/urgent-and-emergency-care/when
-to-call-999/

Please, please do take the time to talk to your children this weekend about making a 999
call – one day they could save someone life!
Thank you for your support in working towards one of our school’s key priorities for
2019/20 – your contribution is so valuable.
Liz Hills
(Acting Headteacher)

