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Celebrate

Remember: PI shows parents, carers,
parishioners and friends are invited to
attend.

Value Awards

Creative Leaners
Ashley A, Max W
Emily K, Abigail A
Responsible Leaners
Olivia A, Jamie O’
Nigel B, Lawrence O’K
River B
Collaborative Learners
Zach W
Independent Learners
Malaki A, Sam B,
Theo S
Reflective Leaners
Sam C, Alfie T
Resilient Learners
Arabella, Henry L
Awards outside school
Alana K-O;B Best
flower arrangement in
a jam jar
Harry K-O’B Best wild
flower and grasses
arrangement
Alex K-O’B Best hand
tied posy, all from
Mayfield Agricultural
Fair

September
As we head into a new school year, I would like to take this
opportunity to say a very warm welcome to everyone in the
school community. It has been lovely to hear people’s exciting
news and to see the St Mary’s Team already pulling together to
provide so many wonderful opportunities for all. The term got off
to a very exciting start with our visit from Swervy World last
Friday who brought the joy, awe and wonder of live music to the
school. The afternoon was made even better by the addition of
cakes! Thank you to the Friends of St Mary’s for organising this
so early on in the year.
This week the children have been working hard in their lessons to
start the year as they mean to go on; with high expectations of
themselves and a determined attitude to doing their best and then
even better. The atmosphere in classrooms has been very focused
and positive and it has been a pleasure to walk around the school
and see everyone busy learning. I am very much looking forward
to seeing the children’s achievements this year and I have high
hopes and great expectations for them all.
The Reception Team have been busy this week preparing for the
arrival of the new Reception pupils. The staff have been completing home visits to ensure that they have a really good knowledge
and understanding of the new pupils and their families and to
build close relationships with them. We are very excited to
welcome our new pupils next week and I am sure everyone in the
school community will ensure the children and their families are
made to feel welcome and supported.
Finally, thank you to everyone for the effort put in to ensuring a
successful start to the new school year and thank you in advance
for your support this year – the St Mary’s Staff are looking
forward to continuing to build positive working relationships with
the whole community to ensure all the children continue to
develop and succeed.

16th Swimming star ts for
years 1-6
23rd Year 6 r etr eat at St
Mary’s
26th Yellow class tr ip to
Bodiam Castle
27th Beginning of year
mass/harvest 9.30am in the
church PI
27th Macmillan Coffee
Morning from 9am to 11am
in the school hall PI
29th FSM Colour Run
2pm PI
October
3rd FSM AGM 8pm
School hall PI
4th Hor r ible Histor ies tr ip
Indigo and Violet classes
9th Individual / Family
School photographs
11th Welcome assembly
9.30am PI
18th Health and Wellbeing
day
25th Last day of ter m 1.
3.15pm finish

Liz Hills

Please check dates
regularly as events are
added or may be changed.
.

.

Taken from this week’s Gospel:

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Well God is just like that!
And everyone in heaven will rejoice when even one person stops sinning and comes
back to God.

The wellbeing, health and safety of the whole school community is of
significant importance in any school and there are many policies,
processes and procedures which the school community must follow in
order to ensure the safety of everyone. This is a huge responsibility for
the school and one which is under constant review in order to ensure
that all that can be done is done to keep everyone safe. This year we
are going to be working hard to review many aspects of our policies,
processes and procedures to ensure they are robust and adhered to
rigorously. This is particularly important with regards to online safety
as the changes in this field happen quickly and constantly.
Over the coming year we will be sharing information with you (in different ways) about the measures we
have in place to keep the community safe and about how you can help us to keep your own children, and
those in the whole community, safe. This week we have reviewed the procedures we have in place for
dismissing the children at the end of the school day and we will be making some changes to these procedures
and strengthening some procedures already in place. The end of the school day is one of our most vulnerable
times as the school site is open and children are leaving so extra care and vigilance needs to be taken by all at
this time.
You will be receiving forms to complete for each of your children next week which will enable us to gather
information about the arrangements you have made for the collection of your children at the end of each
school day.
The form will provide you with information about our procedures for the end of the school day in order to
assist you in making decisions regarding the arrangements you want to make for your own children. This
information will be collated and held in the school to enable us to ensure a safe transition from our care to
yours. We understand that at times collection arrangements have to be changed and a facility will be in place
for you to do this so we can continue to work together.
In the meantime, whilst we gather all the information we need, can we please request that you keep the
school office informed of any changes to normal collection arrangements for your children and that you do
not collect any other children in the school unless you have the specific permission of those children’s
parents/carers to do so on that day.
I hope that the information we send out next week will make the end of day arrangements clearer to
everyone in the community and will help to strengthen our safeguarding arrangements at this time. If you do
have any questions or queries or need help completing the forms please do not hesitate to contact the school
office where staff will be able to assist you.
Thank you for your vital support in safeguarding our school community.
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Mr Reed who has
been our school caretaker for fifteen years. Mr Reed has
played an important part in our school team, taking care of
our community, and he will be greatly missed. It was wonderful today to have the opportunity to say a formal farewell
to Mr Reed and for the children, staff and governors to present him with cards and gifts, which I am sure he will treasure and enjoy. I am also thrilled that Mr Reed attended celebration assembly today to present the school with a sport’s
award in his name. The shield will be presented each year to
a child who has shown a positive attitude to sports and who has always tried their best. Mr
Reed has always enjoyed a great passion for sports, particularly football, but for him it has
never been about winning, it has always been the taking part that counts. It will be a great
honour to recognise this positive attitude in one of our children each year in Mr Reed’s name.

On behalf of the whole
school community, I would
like to thank Mr Reed for his
contribution to the school
over the last fifteen years
and to wish him much
happiness in his retirement.

