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The End of One Chapter & the Start of the Next
As always, term five has passed in what seems like the blink of an eye. As one of our shortest terms
in the year it often feels like it has ended before it has even begun. This year perhaps more so than
ever, as people continue to navigate their lives through these uncertain times.
Since the Government’s announcement (less than two weeks ago) to begin to lift some of the lockdown restrictions, behind the scenes of St Mary’s at Home, Staff and Governors have been working
hard to find the right path for our school community to take, as we continue on this journey together. I am pleased to be able to finally announce and share some of the plans with you but first
there are some thanks to be acknowledged.
Firstly, I would like to thank the St Mary’s Staff for their incredible efforts in closing the school safely back in March and in setting up our amazing St Mary’s at Home School to support the learning
and wellbeing of children and their families—it has been hard work but worth it. Next I would like
to thank the parents/carers of our children for the unbelievable support they have given in building, maintaining and developing St Mary’s at Home—without your efforts St Mary’s at Home
would not have succeeded. Finally, I would like to thank all the children for their commitment to
their learning in their Schools at Home and the amazing job they have done in continuing to pray,
learn, love and enjoy. Well done everyone!
Today however, at the end of this very busy term, it is with mixed emotions that I announce the
closure of St Mary’s at Home. As of next term we will be launching the next version of St Mary’s
School — St Mary’s Together. It will not be the school we knew before lockdown and it will not
be St Mary’s at Home, but it will hold at it’s heart our community and each and everyone in it. Despite the possibility that we may be physically more divided as a school than ever in the coming
weeks and months, through St Mary’s Together we will be uniting more tightly.
As of 1st June we will be opening our school, St Mary’s Together. In our new school we will be approaching learning in a different way so as to ensure that ALL children continue to be supported in
their learning, wherever they are. We will also be aiming (dependent on further Government guidance) to begin to extend and develop the provision we have available to support more children to
physically attend school as part of a very carefully phased programme of return. This programme
will depend of further Government announcements expected next week and on rigorous and continuous risk assessments of our in-school provision at all stages.
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The first stage of the phased approach to extending in-school provision will, we hope, begin from
the Ist of June (subject to Government approval). This phase will be a return to the school site of
those members of the school staff who are able to work safely in school, in order to complete
training on new policies, procedures and safe working practices. The staff will also need to prepare
the school site to accommodate the new working practices and to plan for learning under these
new and very different school conditions.
The second stage in our phased approach to extending in-school provision for more children will be
to extend the provision for those children whose parents/carers have been successful in gaining
places for their children under the critical worker status. Thank you to those people who completed
the form sent out last week to claim critical worker status. The closing date for returning these
forms has now passed and the forms are currently under review by the SLT. As part of this review
process you may be contacted and asked to provide clarification or proof of your critical worker
status. This clarification or proof will need to be reviewed and investigated before a decision is
made as to whether or not your child/children can be given a place in school as part of this pupil
group.
For those children who have already been given places as part of the children of critical workers/
vulnerable pupils group, and who have been accessing provision over the last few weeks and
months, restricted provision will continue as normal on the 1st June, using the existing booking
arrangements (direct message to Mrs Hills via the head@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk email).
Government guidance is very clear that in-school provision for the children of critical workers and
vulnerable pupils must remain a priority for schools for the time being and this pupil group will
therefore be prioritised over all others.
Once we have extended in-school provision for the children of critical workers and vulnerable pupils, we will review the school’s capacity to extend provision to other pupil groups. If we are in a
safe position to extend in-school provision to more children we will do so, as the Government have
instructed, by offering in-school provision for Reception children (Red Class) next. If we are successful in maintaining safe working practices, as per the Government guidance, with Reception pupils
in school and still have the capacity to extend in-school provision to more pupils, the children in
Year One (Orange Class) will be offered places. Following this, if the school is still able to operate
safely and has the capacity to manage more pupils, children from Year Six (Violet Class) will be
offered in-school provision.
Unfortunately, I am not yet in a position to provide dates as to when each phase of the extension
to in-school provision will take place as I am still waiting for the Governments’ announcement next
week for confirmation as to whether schools will be allowed to begin accommodating more pupils.
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I am also expecting further guidance to be provided, following the Government’s announcement,
which may require our plans to be adjusted and amended and further risk assessments carried out.
What I can assure you of is that the Senior Leadership Team and Governors of St Mary’s are totally
committed to bringing the staff and children of St Mary’s back to our school site as soon as we can
do so safely.
I will be writing to you all again early next week to provide you with a very clear and concise picture of what our in-school provision will be at St Mary’s Together and how guidance will be applied
to endeavour to keep children, staff and the wider school community safe. This will include information about changes to the times of the school day (including start and finish times), how group
distancing will be managed, additional hygiene measures, the educational opportunities we will be
able to provide, staff deployment, amendments to some policies, etc.
I hope that this detailed information will support some of you in your decision making over the
coming weeks regarding what is best for your child/children and your family when St Mary’s Together opens next term.
In the meantime, while we wait for our Government to give further guidance as to how we are to
proceed in the next few weeks I ask that you remain patient, calm and focused on your family and
their needs. St Mary’s Together will be there to support you all as best it can. These are unchartered seas for us all and the school, like you, is trying hard to find it’s way. I can assure you that the
St Mary’s Team is as committed to serving our community as it always has been and that together
we will face this new chapter.
Thank you again for your continued support for your children, the staff and the wider community. I
hope you all enjoy the break and look forward to working with you all again at St Mary’s Together
next term.
Liz Hills
(Acting Headteacher)

St Mary’s at Home
Thursday 21st May 2020

CONGRATULATIONS
Well done to Alana (Blue Class) and Alex (Orange Class) for passing their
taekwondo gradings last weekend. The children have managed to continue with their training throughout the
lockdown period and have worked and
practised hard in order to ensure they
were ready and prepared for their gradings on Saturday. Well done to you both
for showing determination and perseverance with your sport, despite the challenging circumstances.

School is Closed
The week commencing 25th May 2020 is the half term break. The school had planned to have some
electrical work completed during this week, but unfortunately this work is now unable to proceed as
planned. The Senior Leadership Team and Governors have agreed that the school will still remain
closed for the week in order to provide staff with the opportunity to take a break and spend time with
their own families. Thank you to those families who have been using the restricted provision for making arrangements for your own childcare for this week—it is very much appreciated. If you do need to
contact the school as a matter of urgency during the week please make direct contact with Liz Hills
(head@stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk) who will be checking emails once a day. Please do not contact
teachers or the office staff as these channels of communication will not be monitored or responded to.
Thank you for your co-operation with this.

Morrison’s Support in the Community
Thank you once again to the Morrison’s Team for their kind and
generous gifts to the school this week. They have delivered another goodie bag of refreshments and little gifts for the
staffroom and a set of books and a craft box for the children. Thank you to the Morrison’s
Team for their acts of kindness—they are great appreciated.
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Thank you everyone who has
taken part in our community
efforts to carry out some acts
of kindness this week in support of Mental
Health Awareness Week. Your efforts have
been acknowledged in this week’s Certificate
Assembly. Well done to everyone who has
done something kind for someone else. It will have made a
difference. Thank you.

A MESSAGE TO YOU ALL
Before closing the doors on St Mary’s at
Home today we wanted to share with you
some special messages from the St Mary’s
Staff. Check out our special messages to you
on our social media sites and on the St
Mary’s at Home Message Board.
https://www.stmarysrc.e-sussex.sch.uk/messages

THANK YOU!

Mass and Prayers
Today, had we been at St Mary’s rather than St Mary’s at
Home ,we would have been joined together for our annual
Marian Celebration in Father Kevin’s garden.
This weekend perhaps you could try to find a quite moment,
either together with
you family or on your
own, to think about St
Mary and her life: her
challenges and joys,
her sorrow and happiness.
At this tricky time perhaps a quite prayer to Our Lady will help you to find the
courage and strength you and your family need to face
the challenges ahead.
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Thank a Teacher Day
Thank you to the Governors of St Mary’s School for their wonderful message of thanks and support sent out to the St Mary’s Staff Team on 20th
May as part of the Thank a Teacher Day campaign. It was such a wonderful
surprise for the staff, who were very deeply touched and appreciative of the video message.
Seeing the children and their pets was a lovely treat too!
Thank you as well to all the children who have sent messages of thanks to their teachers this
week—your messages are lovely and we appreciate them so very much.
Thank you!

HALF TERM FUN
Hopefully the sun will continue to shine next week and with some lockdown
restrictions lifted or relaxed you might be able to venture slightly further
afield to get out side and have some fun. Why not check out the National
Trust’s list of 50 things to do before you’re 11 3/4 for a whole range of ideas
of activities you and your children can do outside in the fresh air.
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/50-things-to-do-before-youre-11--activitylist

Alternatively your could find a scavenger hunt
on the internet to do—there are a wealth of
ideas out there or check out the Action Calendar for more fun ideas.
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/calendars

